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of both Houſes of Parliament, 
under the Franks of divers 5 y. Lot 
dhe B. pe to the f Clerg v, enti 115 
ki PERS RELATING, 7 THE, Ne 

YTHE- Lbs: viz. i qua 


inf 2907 Extradis from the. Hearty. = pane 5 
*. Meeting #9 vaters beld in 1 
in Relation to T "hes. L 5 8 


» ' Remark: | upon a Bill now debending. in 


Parliament, to enlarge, amend, and 


render more effectual, the Laws now 
in being, for the more eaſy Recovery 


of Tythes, Church- Rates, Orion 


and other Eccleſiaſtical Dues, fromthe 
People called Quakers 3 And ,alſo, Re- 
marks upon a_ printed Paper, entitl 
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3. Tu CountTey PaRsSon's PLEA © 
— Ap Arne "THE QuaKEeRs TyTHE- 

7 BILL, by bly addreſſed to the Commons 
Great Britain aſſemble in Parkament. 


4. The Caſe of the People called Quakers. 


i partinlarly co be aged, 7 Malen 
For that, 


be Birr, the* much W againſt, 
is not regularly _—_ in them; and. 


2 8 he Cas 1, which 1 is the Ground | 
| Des; Printed '@/ } the End of the Pays 


ended to g to Prejudice rhe Reader a ainſt 5 
e- Bill and the Cafe, before He ſhould 
read either 5. * 


* A 
* A 
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Sq: very x unfair 4 Procedure, deferves Ani- 


ae ſion ; and, 


This Anſwer ; is directed to. e Author 
Wy the Country Parſons Plea, and not to either of 
PHONED, becauſe. I would not be charged, 
ch deſigning to expoſe the Nakedneſs of a Fa- 
ber. or with e the Dotage of a Mother | in 


the Church; 20 6 


r would not. be charged with diredting my 
"Anſwer either to the lighteſt, or the heavieſt of the 


Triumvirate, whilſt there is one to be animad- 


verted upon, whoſe Parts and — have raiſed 
F kin 


% 
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him above Coen even in Spite of his 1 — 
Proſtitution — of whom the Cauſe of Liberty 
and Virtue might fear as much Miſchief, po He 
is known to bear Malignity to it, were not his 
_ Abilities ſo happily qualify d by his Reputation, 
; that the moſt impdeent cannot be more harmleſs. 


This Country Parſon 5 Plea addreſſes iſelf 
to the Commons of Great Britain, in a Manner | 
feemingly humble, + modeſt, and fair. i 


1. * T6 preſumed, ſays the Fam that 
„ jit wh be no Offence for neee to offer 
. e to the Greateſt 3 of 9 

FU. 7: 
5 ont! Nor a Reproach to any 4 * to > have 
. a | reaſonable Comm tor his own, Property. | | 


#4 b 


wad 106 Trufting to theſe Prafumprions, 1 make 
. + bold, ny 72G es 

I This ect Preamble might induee un 8 
believe, 


+ That, this nr pda. is RUGS ab- 
2 mitting his Caſe, to an Houſe of IIA Tm 
informed: fy <2] | 

And not Matt it is the Fact, in- his as in 
f Inſtance, where a Bill for the Reformation 
of the Church is brought into Parliament, that 
one or two venerable Sages draw up an Invective 
againſt the Bill, before it hath had a Second Read- 
ing, and ſend it franked by the Poſt to the 
Clergy through the Kingdom, to raiſe a Cla- 
mour from their wh, ng org the: 1 
| of anc Nit | This 


Pr 
rn YET Ou Int eons 


1 


* This TnviGon of: the Rights of the Het 
0 Fra hath been ſo openly practiſed by their 
ſpiritual L———ps, that Circular Letters to the 
. Clergy of the ſeveral Dioceſes and of the two 
Univerſities have been iſſued, under Covers in- 
ſcribed with R. R. Names, on the bringing in of 


Bills in Three ſeveral Years, viz. Firſt, the Tythe- 


Bill, 1731, next, the Ecelęſiaſtical Court Bill, 
1733, and laſtly, the * Dieben! Bill now 


To 


15 Wich Infolence gill more. © alarming, ne 
Perſons who iſſued thoſe Letters have as © 

menaced the Members who brought in thoſe ls, J 
"threatening to oppoſe them in ſubſequent Elec- 
tions, with the Weight of Church Influence ; which, 
that it hath intimidated the wortby Members, I 
-preſume not to believe; I am ſure it ſhall never 
intimidate me, but, if the Fact be enquired into, 
there are not ee FROM. wo. will make it 


fully 9 


Not that any one laments to wal 3 
-theſe Menaces, ſo frankly: poured out againſt the 
Members, becauſe, if that venerable Body oppoſe 
their Intereſt in the Lands of England, againſt the 
Rights of an Houſe of Commons, it will ſpeedily. 
move the Wiſdom of Parliament, to check the 
Exorbitance of that Power e is lo bold with 
ow +: Liberries. 6 


{Whitever thall threaten the Repreſenca- 
tives of the People, in the free Exerciſe of their 
-nobleſt Prerogative, the Redreſs of Grievances, 
muſt ſtrike at the Life of their Authority and 
Reputation; and moſt infamouſly treats them as 
« Body 


n 
a2 Body of Men called together for the Buſineſs 
of ' Taxing, and not at all for the Eng of the 
: Subject: einn % e "oh 


As if the Commons of Great Britain were 
| in Duty bound to grant Money, for building of 
= _ Churches and repairing of Abbies, but were with- 
out a competent | Juriſdiction to examine Abuſes 
committed by the Clergy in their Suits for Tythes 
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and Dues, and for more than their Due. 1 
Ihhis, abſurd as it is, will be found to if 
run through the Plea before us, as a Principle on itt 
which the Eſtabliſhment of Church and State is ti 
founded, and without which the Clergy can have 4s 
i 


3 It is, ſays the Plea, a Reproach to no 
© Man to have a reaſonable Concern for his own 


And the whole Argument treats the Bill, 
as a Violation of the Parſon's Property, becauſe 
it directs in what Manner he ſhall ſue the Layman 
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t FI This is contrived to enflame the Clergy. 
againſt // the Houſe of Commons, as robbing. 
Churchmen of their Property. iT 


2 But, 1 think, the Word Properly was never 
| leſs warrantably uſed, than it hath been on this 
r N 


6 | The Tythes of the Clerg 9. are the Wages, 
_ which, as Servants of the Publick, they receive 
_ fromthe Bounty of the Laws; and their Right 
2 in 


* 


/ 


[#9 
ni thoſe Tythes ariſing putely unn the Crate, 


their Remedy in: ſuing for them muſt depend, 
wholly on the Will, of the Legiſlative Power. 3 


1 Layman's Freehold accrues to him by 
Inheritance from his Father: A Churchman's 
Freehold. accrues to him by the Gift of the Pub- 
lick, on ſuch Conditions as ate or ſhall be de- 


clared, to qualify the Tenure of the Poſſeſſion, or 


the Recovery of any Rights incident to it. 


By Non-compliance with 'theſe Conditi- 
ons, as declared in a ſingle Act of Parliament, 
i. e. the laſt Uniformity- Act, Thouſands have been 
deprived in a Year, not only of their Tythes, but 
their Churches, with the high Approbation of all 
* Churchmen. 


5 And 1 6 
Sufferers in that Caſe, that as ſenſible as they 
were of their Hardſhips, they had greater Mo- 
deſty than to call that a Property en 9 1 


| l to. be ; only r 


e would it have bon 3 3 and 
much leſs, that, knowing their Poſſeſſions to be 
held of this Publick Donation, they ſhould have 
had the Inſolence to treat any Intereſt incident 
to their Poſſeſſion, as a Matter of Property, not 
belonging to the Diſpoltion of Parliament. 


Every private Intereſt, even Rights of In- 
beritance; muſt be governed by the Conſideration 
of * Intereſt. Salus Populi Saprema Lon. 


1 Nothing can be more inſdlent or 


: incongruous, than to Cw the OR | 
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the Publick, 4 P not to be refory 
for the Conveni ience © the Publck. 71. 
tir F a 80 N 
No.̈ &ffeę State, ud wiſe > wg rake 
fered ſuch a Doctrine to paſs' unreproved. The 
* Heravian La ws of the ancient Republicks in direct 
Contradiction to it, ordained the equal Diftribd- 
tion of Lands, and reformed the Grievance 6f 
exceſſtus Property, by — þ bores 4 refiraading the 
eee e 
- = V0 CAA HER ? 
e 9101988 Laws of England ws not without the 
: fro Declarations of- the' ſame Wiſdom in"our 
L. egiſlators; the "Reformers of our Cbureb, to their 
> Honour be it ever remember d, were the Nien 
who avowed this Power of retrenching ebm, 
Property to be che 1 of Parliament. 


(1 Y $5. 


3 The Act concerning Peter FPence'and Di 
3 25 Hen, 8. *ap. 15. hath this. remark- 
l able Preface. ” 


8 Würk de; k Fen W dene Ege 
and good Reaſon, that in all and every Laws 
© human, made within this Realm, or induced 
© into this Realm by Sufferance, Conſent, or 
* Cuſtom Vour Royal Majeſty, and your 
© Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
67 * repreſcnung” the whole State of your Realm, in 

© this your moſt high Court of Parliament, 
„ nave full: Power and Authority, not only to 
« diſpenſe, but alſo to authoriſe fome' ele Per- 
2 fois « or Perſons, to diſpenſe with theſe and all 
© other human Laws in this your Realm, and 
© with every one of them, as the Quality of the 
© Perſons. and Matter foal require; and alſo the 


2 "fake Laws and every one of them to abrogate, 
B | am- 


Foreigners; we ſhal | 
how our Anceſtors dealt, with the Claims and 


pretended Properties of - Churchmen WHO wERE 
NaTives. We 8 


£ 


110 


your Majeſty, and the Nobles and Commons of 
your Realm, preſent in your Parliament, meet 
and convenient for the Wealth of your Realm. 


| 
: 
_— 
1 


And becauſe that it is now in theſe Days 


preſent ſeen, that the State, Dignity, Superi- 


ority, Reputation, and Authority of the Impe- 
- rial Crown of -this Realm, by the. long Suffer- 


© ance of unreaſonable and uncharitable Uſurpations 
and Exaflions, practiſed in the Times of your 


. - moſt noble Progenitors, is much and ſore de- 
cayed and diminiſhed, and the People of this 
Realm thereby impoveriſned, and ſo or worſe 

be like to continue, if Remedy be not there- 


fore ſhortiy provided: 


ix may therefore pleaſe your moſt noble 


IF Majeſty, &c. (to take away Peter Pence and 
©. Payments to | the Sce of Rome.) HR, 5 


This Act provided againſt the Claims of 
Hall in the next Inſtance ſee 


T )be A& for ſuppreſſing of Monaſteries, 
which had not Lands above 200 l. by the Lear 


(27 Hen. 8. cap. 28.) 


DECLARES, 


The Lords and Commons by a great 

* Deliberation finally be reſolved, that it is and 
* ſhall be much more to the Pleaſure of Al- 
* mighty God, and for the Honour of this * 
Uh | Es = ar 


| 111 1 | 
« that de Patton) ef fich Rede 
now being ſpent, ſpoiltd,, and LN Increaſe 


ous Houſes 


and | Maintenance of Sin, ſhould: be uſed«.aod 


committed to better, Uſes.z and the -mhrifty 
; © Religious ſo ſpending the fame, compelled 


to reform their Lives 3, and thereupon moſt. 


humbly deſire the King's Highneſs, chat it may 
8 * enacted (to. ſuppreſs them.) „ endenO 


19. 4 020 ors Vi 439 >; lors 


Im this AR for ſuppreſſing the 2 Eecle· 


 faftical Foundations, ſucceeded ſyon afterwards the 
general Surrender and Diſſolution of all the Mo- 


naſteries in the Kingdom, ben ſo. many Impro- 
Lay-Fees, and wers 


priations f Tythe . 
alienated Dre 971 ee, 80 rer of Par- 
Hament. Nene N 2 


111. 4 


Whoever | Hes F in and: 


1. That dhe Regulation of Eccleſiaſtical . — 
is ſo far Gon. contradicting, that nothi 
be gd: to the Gaſes of this free R 


"TY \ Ke * 4) » * 18 
dom * « 41 We + BA N Nr 4 — 2 _ 


2. That ſuch Regulation of —— k 


in the Church, is the only Means by which any 
People can obtain a Reformation of Religion. 


3. That the Parliament of this Kingdom, 


in diveting the Church of thoſe Impropriations 


Lo Tythe, 410 not allow W e to have ay 


Wer i Dale: 401 0 


arr. 


u 40 chat if the e nom in 
being, proceeding in the ſame Courſe as our firſt 


Reformers, ſhould think it expedient to aboliſh 
all Tyibe remaining in the Church, or to convert 


it into ä they we Not. want a _— 
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e long as the Acts for Non. payment of 
Peter ln and for ſuppreſſing of e 85 
A remain i in n che 1 a Bil 


; aboliſhed by the 


_— Ir recites : £105 


— 
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151201 
Warrant from the Acts bre Prede- 


E l. 4e its #1. n 


? hotter Tyckes 7 to be continued: The 


Quakers (as a P who think — to be 
8 * of Chriſt, and not lawful 
Neligion for them to pay pay) 
y of Parliament to be in 
Een interfeſtct dar ſo long as they are — 
it may be in the leaſt oppreſſive 
Wand by (the moſt Surninaty Provets.” \ 
N 110 501 L n ; 
The Houſe of Commons, in Compaſiion to 


their Grievances, with the moſt unanimous, chear- 
fing and ready Conſtnt, ordered à B LI to be 


brought” in, 10 enlarge, anend, and render more 
Sue 0 Laws now' in being, ſor the more cf 


of Hibes, Church. Rates und Oblations, 


and other 222 Dues from the Pal called 


Taler. 3 ä 
S 4 ei 


; 75 y iT 


- yas 6 The Bin, by der Command, bach been 
printed. To 0169 mo 3 


5 


vs I" That by an AR, 5 11 MW: Re- 


© medy is provided for the Recovery of Tythes 


and Church Rates, not exceeding the Value 


12 of Ten ee n Nn ro 12 e, | 


hem plot | 
Nile as SE- FLY | 72 , 15 7 T H * 


1:29:10. «Thar by abb dar "Ay W l tbe 


« fi! Remedy is * as well to Tythes, as 


© to 


* 


WP 


( 33' Þ 
tr arr. > Rs to — Charch, Cha 
175 che Miniſte © or Curate thera: s 


9. - 

'And it- Harter recites, 115 . 1 8 2 

1 270 2 

1 That it may be convenient to  excend this 

41 rien to 4 furcher Sum. 


18 
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_ 1 cherefore enadls, 


0 Thar' where any Ge mall ** to 
8 * or compound, any two or more Juſtices 
3 of the Peace (other than ſuch Juſtice as is Pa- 
tron of the Church, or intereſted in the Tythes) 
5 upon Complaint of the Parſon; or Proprietor,” 
* "2008 Collector, ſhall ſummon ſuch Quaker to 
appear before them, and either upon Appear- 
9 or Default of Appearance ( ſuch Summons 
being duly proved upon Oath) ſhall proceed 
sto hear the Complainr, and to ſtate what is 
due, and by Order under their Hands and Seals 
to! direct the Payment thereof, ſo that the Sum 
ordered do not a (a Sum to be limited 
by this Bill ;) and ſhall order reaſonable Coſts, 
not exceeding (a Sum to be limited by chis 
ill; ) and upon che Refuſal of fuch! Quakers 
to pay according to ſuch Order, it ſhall be 
_ © lawful for the Ty Juſtices; by Warrant, to 
* levy the Money by Diſtreſs and Sale of the 
Goods of -fuch/ Quakers. rendring the Overplus 
(the neceſſary Charge of Diſtreſs being there- 
out firſt dedocted) And any Perſon finding 
+ Himſelf aggrieved by this Judgment, may 
to the next General Quarter Seſſions, 5 
. Juſtices there preſent” ſhall proceed finally 


* to * determine the Matter, and to re- 
* 6 verſe 


n 


* 5 — 8 of 
er Ee Cer 
= , - 
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[14] 
©; verſe or affirm the ſaid Judgment; and if they 


_ ©. continue the Judgment, they ſhall give ſuch 


« Coſts againſt the Appellant as they ſhall think 
< reaſonable; and no Certiorari, or Writ from 


_ © any Court ſhall remove or ſuperſede their Pro- 


c ever 


Pr Y is rg 3 bo That if ha annual 
Value of ſuch Tythes or Dues doth not ex- 
© ceed the Sum, (to be limited by this Act,) no 


Quaker ſhall be ſued in any other Court, or 


* Manner, unleſs the Title of ſuch 44 wan ſhall 
E:, be 1n Queſtion; 0 | | : 


And chat if the Perſon againſt whom 
« ſuch Judgment ſhall be had, ſhall remove out 
< of the County, Diviſion, or Corporation, after 


_ © ſuch Judgment, the Juſtices | who made the 
Order, ſhall certify it to any Juſtice of ſuch - 


Place, to which the ſaid Perſon: ſhall be re- 
moved, which Juſtice is authorized to order 
ſuch Sum to be levied, on the Goods and Chat- 
tels of ſuch Perſon, in the ſame Manner as 
the other Juſtices W if Jugh: Perſon had 
not been removed. 1 


£1 Provided always, that no „ Diſtreſs ſhall 
© be exceſſive or unreaſonable, but proportioned,- 
© as near as may be, to the Value of the Sum. | 


ae \Provided: allo, That where any Qua- 
< ker complained of, for ſubſtracting, with-hold- 
© Ing, not paying, or Og for ſuch- 
: Tythes or Dues, ſhall. CNY any Pre- 
ſcription, Compoſition, or s Decimandi,- 
«* Exemption, Diſcharge, — or Title, 
5 A he _ to be 


reed from the Pay- 
2 "mone 


15 3 [ 15 I | 
ment in Queſtion, and ſhall deliver the ſame 
in Writing to the ſaid Juſtices, that then they 
ſhall give no Judgment in the Matter, but 
that the Perſons complaining ſhall be at li- 


„ „ „ «„ „ „ 


this Act had not been made. 11807 


And it is enacted, That ſo much of the 
© before recited Act, as relates only to the Re- 
* covery of Tythes or Dues, ſhall be repealed ; 


And that any Perſon ſued, for any thing 
done purſuant to this Act, may plead the Ge- 


this Act and the Special Matter in Evidence; 
and if a Verdict or Judgment ſhall be for the 
Defendant, or if the Plaintiff be Nonſuit, or 
diſcontinue the Action, the Defendant ſhall re- 
cover [ Treble] Coſts; and no Suit ſhall be 
commenced, for any thing done purſuant to this 


a R ⏑ aca 3a 


Act, unleſs it be brought within a limited Time 
« after ſuch Cauſe of Action ariſes MS 


And laftly, This A& is declared to be 
© a Publick AS + fot Fs 


This is. che Texor of dhe Bill: 


4 A Bill, which by a peculiar | Fate, no = 


ſooner was brought into Parliament, than it united 
certain R. R. P—tes in the cloſeſt Combination 


againſt it; and they, whoſe reciprocal Hatred 


was as fierce as the Rivalſhip for Power which 
_ occaſioned it was unchriſtian and ſcandalous, at 
once laid afide their Animoſities to oppoſe this 
moſt reaſonable Bill; dreadfully collecting the 
Force of their ſeveral Abilities in a formidable 


Pams- * 


berty to proſecute, in any other Court, as if 


. neral Iſſue, and on that, or any other, give 
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Pamphlet, after having, in cheir Feuds for Sabre. 
macy, been hardly prevailed on to ſupport the 
PFrovocation of each other's Compan "ge ww 


From this unexpected Alliance, hath ariſen” 
the Clamour of the Country Parſon * this 
Bill; a Clamour indefatigably promoted. but by 
nothing more ſucceſsfully than by the Words of 


As I am a Subject of Great Britain, as 

well as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, I have a 
-< Birth-Right in the Law, and in having all 
Queſtions, relating to my Property, determined 
Dia che Methods of Juſtice uſed in this King- 
dom, and not referred to an arbitrary Deciſion. 
Nulli negabimus Juſtitiam, is the Language of 

Magna bara. 5 


Ihis is a Suggeſtion, that the Bill deprives 
the Clergy of their Birth-Right in the Law, that 
it ſubjects them to a Determination of Property 
not uſed in this Kingdom, that it refers them to 
an arbitrary Deciſion, and denies them the Juſtice 


which is promiſed by Magna Charta. 


£4 


Some of theſe Complaints appear upon 
Examination to have no Meaning, and others 
to have no Force; that is, they might be Ob- 
jections, did they not want the Foundation of 
e 2 £125. 1 eee e eee 


Ihe Allegation of the Clergy's Bis- 
Right in the Lato, as applicable to the Affair 
of Tythes, would make a Stranger imagine, that 
either they were born with the indelible Character 

upon them, or that every Prieſt had Inſtitution 


and 


and Induction of a Benefice, even in his Mothers 


If the Tyches, if rhe Dues, if the Main- | 
tenance which is now pe Clergy, were _— 
entirely taken away, they would loſe no Births | 
Right which they have in the Law; they might 
— the Benevolence which they receive from the Ll 
Law, and which the Legiſlature have the! ſame Mt 
Right to reſume, as ever they had -to' eftabliſh, = _ 
if the fame Reafon which induced the Grant — 
ſhould require the Reſumption ; if Publiot Gi 0 if 


1 * 


ſhould call upon them to reverſe, what their 1 
Anceſtors conſented to from no other Conſide- tk 
ration. 1 | 4 E 14 * _ q : 
HIDE eee TDI? 0H eee TU ERIN $0. oy | 4 

But the Bill hath not propoſed the'itak- | | 
ing away of their Maintenance. It gives them 
ſuch Methods of | ſuing for it, as may be leaſt 1 


vexatious in the Proceeding, and leaſtoppreflive 
in the End: a Method of recovering their Main- 
tenance, which may not conſume the Subſtande 
of thoſe whoſe Labour maintains them. 
TDhhis Recovery being given by the Judg- 
ment of two Juſtices of the Peace in the-Coun 

where the Complaint ariſes, or, upon A — 
by the Genera] - Quarter-Seffions of the County 
— by what Colour or Pretence ean ſuch 

Accuſations be brought againſt it?ʒ̃/ 


The Words of the Great Charter, Null 

| negabimus Juſtitiam, are ſpoken by the King, 
Who is ſuppoſed (ſays the Lord Cote) to be pre- 
ſent in his Courts of Juſtice, declaring, Ve u 
deny Juſtice io no Man. N „ eie 


141.4 


C | Theſe 


— 


r 
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RE Theſe Words intend, that the Subject mall 
have Reſort to a certain Court wherein he ſhall 
be determined; and, not that he ſhall ſue in 
—_ ren acooraing. to his Fancy: n 


{Otherwiſe he PEAT ſue in dp hich 
Cort of Parliament for the Sum of ix and eight 
Pence; for, doubtleſs, | the King is preſent as 


well there as in any inferior Court, and is 


„ee * rs Wack. Nulli ee Fuſe 


+ * . 


"The Words NY give no = a Right 


to be heard in what Court he pleaſes, a in ſuck 


en be e him; 


And this is the wy Birth- Right, which, 
ts Clergy or Laity can pretend to have, in 


Determmarions, of - e ne to er 


Property. - 


| If the Court of Chancery by Tun 
ons ſhall. ſtay Proceedings, in the Courts of Com- 
mon Law ; it the Courts of Common Law by 
Prohibitions ſhall ſtay the.Procecdin "gs 0 Fe 
ſiaſtical Courts, is the Juſtice promiſed by Magna 
Charta denied to the Party who mgy not pre- 
ſecute in thoſe Courts? 3 


15 — No for, he is not to have the 
1383 of Lato contraty to good Confcience ; 
nor is any Man to ſuc in an improper Court, nor 
any * to have FOUR ot an, improper | 
| Cay . 8 . 


And 


| To | 


| KH" if the Courts of Comtoti'FXv coun. 
babs within their Juriſdiction. the full View 
and Superintendancy of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts; 
if the Courts of Equity have the ſume Compaſs, in 
reviewing and fuperintending the Courts of Corr 


mon Law, with Power to abridge and reſtrain 


9 


their l as Juſtice may require Hos 


' 


Hath nor ** Legiſlative Power, the Par- 


liament of the Kingdom, ſupreme Cognizance of 
all Courts and Methods of Recovery, with like 


Four, to reſtrain Suits, 48 Fey ſhall Cauſe? 


* 4 Mag na Cbaria thas King, Kern de 


453 no Man Jill, to delay no, Man Juſtirg, Sec. 
that is, he is [worn to execute the Laws. 
4620) i bolts ang? t 406-532M e 1 

But, is the Paten bound riot tor alter 
the! Lakes; or not to amend, explain, and repeal 


them, as the Good of the Kinggocn ſhall re- 


; Io? 5.0 n 1 1. ni ge cd fo gur V 
52 0 11090151 9v:i381Eqmod iis 
The Kiagz, as Chief Magiſtrats,, is under 
this Reſtraint ; In this C He cannot have 

4 Cognizance of Publick — 

King, Lords and Commons, as Las lun: em 
not be reſtrained. They muſt: provide for Pub- 
lic Convenience, as ſuperior to all other Conſi- 
derations: So that to limit Parliamentary Power, 
as if it were Regal Power, is incongruous with 
U fr mgm and not to be 9 ok the N 8 
of the the Great Charter. Wo you 


1 7 
If cherefore the Country Park is ; enabled 


by P,rliament” t to Bs in any "certain #" Court, and 
S. erer | 1 way 


e 


iencel: But the 


13 * 2 1 — n 
: —- gy es *% ar . . — 4 


4 roger + 4 
„ 
— 


1 20 1 
receive a Determination according to the 
*. thereof, Juſtice is not denied Em. 285 


The Words of as Plea, in ett] forth 
1 Hardſhips which. the Parſon muſt ring from 
chis Bill, ſuggeſt, that the Power of Juſtices of 
the Peace to determine Queſtions of Properiy 
without Appeal, is a Method of N not 

RI in this Kingdom: 


1 Suggeſtion ſo falſe, 950 fo 6 to be 

Alto oved b every Day's Uſage, grounded on 

"the 274 of the Kingdom made under many 

= „ that, I will charicably hope, the Author 
ie” Plea” rather forge than 'coetaled the 

Which confute him Kun 1 


. SALES 


It is a Method 40 Juſtice uſed. in | Queſ- 
ions of Property, between the K ing and the Sub- 
ect, where the Publick Revenue and the Trade 
-of the Kingdom are concerned, and where the 

Value of the Property in Queſtion muſt, © beyond 
2 Aer, er ke Proportion, exceed the value of 


eee Tyan "the ene! 


9f{3 1700 Thus the; Saris: 12 Car. Il. yg 24. 
_ es the General Quarter Seſſions of the County 
-\Power to adju ge, to levy, mitigate, compound, 
Flor leſſen the For fritures and Penalties: of Per- 
2 ene "gainſt- the, Laws, of Exciſe; 


And no Came ſhall pern their 


13 — or N of their Order relating 
to 8 | 


1 
118 


9 1 


fur By the 14 7 5 . 2 115 1 Ju. 
dice may commit Perſons hindering Officers us 
the 


3 { 21 ; 

che Cuſtoms in the Execution of Their Offices 
and the Juſtices at the Quarter Seſſiohs may in- 
At; the Fenalty of 100 J. 842 them. | 


By 1 Fac. I. 72. 19. the Juſtices of the 
Quarter Seſſions are at Eaſter and Mi- 
chaelmas, to aſcertain the arket-Price of Corn 
or. Drain imported. 


As, by 5 & 6 W.& M.- cap. 7 they de 
to ſettle the Price, of Salt and Rock-Sale. 


- Þ Hi And by the Statute 8 Anna, cap: 18. two 
J aſtived may ſettle the Aſſize of Bread, from whom 


there may be an Apes, to the General Quarter 


Selſions only. 


Alſo by the Stute 1 12 * Parl. 2. Ser. I, 
cap. 18. \ three Juſtices have Power to adjuſt the 
_ of Serving; ſtranded Goods. 


"And further, J uſtices of che Peace have 
"Pome given them, 


By the 20 and 32 Car. II. to vie per- 


ſons, who offend againſt the Acts who hibiring the 
en of Great Cattle, Ge. whom ey may 
im en for three Months. ND 


By the 1 "Anne," cap. 2t. they 1 Poter 


to convict Perſons Oy receiving,” 'or buy- 
ing, Goods clandeſtine] run or imported, whom 
RIF may Ore want of wage | imp ron for three 


On 


* 


MW the Lg F e eie wey Roe 


Fower. to convict Perſons who do not pay the. 


Penalty 


[22] 
Penalty of 205. per Buſhel, for Salt brought from 
Scotland, whom they may impriſon ſix Months. 


Power is likewiſe given by the 10 K 11 
V. UI. cap. 22. That the Juſtices of the Peace, 
at their General Quarter Seſſions, ſhall hear and 
determine Matters relating to the Duties on Salt, 
upon any Appeal by Perſons grieved by the Judg- 
ment of two Juſtices; and the Determination 81 


ſuch General Quarter Seſſions ſhall be final. 


And by the Act 1 Geo. I. cap. 10. 
One Juſtice of the Peace may convict Per- 


ſons offending in the -Fiſh - Trade, and levy the 


Penalty of Twenty Pounds by Diſtreſs, or, for 
want of it, commit the Offenders to twelve 


Monchs Impriſonment. 


| And by the Acts 6 Ce. 1. cap. 21. and. 
| 8 8 Geo. I. cap. 18. > heb 2 i} * 


Two Juſtices reſiding near the Place where 
* Seizures of Brandy or Veſſels of the Burthen of 

fifteen Tuns ſhall be made, by Virtue of any 
Acts relating to the Cuſtoms, for carrying uncuſ- 
. tomed prohibited Goods from Ships inwards ; or 
for relanding Certificate or Debenture Goods from 
Ships outwards ; and where Seizures of Horſes, 
or other Cattle or Carriages ſhalt be made; for 


being uſed, in the wa or Conveyance of 
: ooh, Gags; 70 e e e e 


l 


SHA LL examine into, ey and determine, 


all ſuch Seizures, ard their Judgment ſhall be 


final, and not liable to any Appeal (even 10 the 
Boater Klan) nor to Py; y Wri of Certiorari. 


1 [4 » s * WF : 
* 4: 5 * 2 ho 4 SJ «3. # « 1# | And 


£3] f 
= And, that the Juſtices of Peace may be — =o 
enabled to hear and determine Queſtions of Pro- Þ 
The Act 7 & 8 V. III. cap. 30. that Per- 0 
ſons refuſing, when ſummoned by ſuch Juſtices, to ; li 
appear and give Evidence on any Information mn 
before them, for "Offences againſt the Laws | 4h 
of Exciſe, ſhall forfeit Ten Pounds. | 
It will now be incumbent on the Clergy, | 
or their Advocate this pleading Parſon, to ſhew bf 
why the Clergy's Property in Tythe ſhould not 
for the Eaſe of the Subjects of England, and for 1] 
the Attainment of ſpeedy Juſtice, be heard and 1 
determined by the ſame Methods which the Trea- [ 
ſure of the Crown, and the Property of Merchants 4 


and Perſons intereſted in alf the Branches of 
Trade, muſt ſubmit to without Appeal. 18 


TER Theſe Laws affect, not only the Liberty 
and Property of private Dealers, not only the i 
Revenue which ſupports the Civil Government, | 


— — 
rr 


* 


* 


but the Intereſt and Eſtates of that vaſt Bod; 4 
'the National Creditors, who have' truſted their | 
Properties to the Faith and Honour of Parlia- | 


ments; nor do theſe Laws leſs affect the Funds 
on which the current Service of the Year, and 
the Safety of the King and Kingdom muſt at all 


Times greatly e ak 


as þ 


| Theſe Laws, as they were enacted to de- 
termine Queſtions of Froperty, in Caſes of this 
"tranſcendent Value and Importance, have been 
always eſteemed, Laws of rigorous Advantage, in 
' Favour of the Property which they are to recover 
and maintain. They 
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are. Lon which, by thoſe Perſolis 


They, 
who are ſued in Conſequence of them, and ac- 
cording to the Methods reſcribed in them, have 


ever been conceived leſs indulgent or eligible; 


than any other Laws upon yluch , or Pro- 
anon, may be grounded. 7 Tat 


= And. the Extenſion of theſe © Laws to oth 1 
Branches of Trade, as it was lately propoſe | 
ſioned the greateſt Uneaſineſs amongſt Roſe 

who are liable iq be ſued: in. theſe ge that 


ever was known in our Times. 


Vet chis ſevere and rigorous Method 17 
juſtice, the People called Quakers have deſired to 


to be eſtabliſhed againſt themſelves, for the Reco- 


very of Tytbes, rather than be liable to the Multi ti- 


plicity of Suits, the Protractions of Cauſes, and 


exceſſive Coſts of Suit, which are not leſs. grie- 
vous to them, than odious to the Laws, and 


Ft to natural Juſtice. 1 


, They 1 wiſh not to be ſued in this „ Method 
becauſe it is induJgent 3 They, and al! -Maoking, 


know: it to be a Method ſufficiently ſevere upan 


thoſe abo are ſued : But they pray it from a rea- 


| ſonahle View, that they may not be 1 Fe 
Saits in all Shapes, carrie hn nt "End 110 


They LEY, it to be a 1 55 ure Method e of . 
recovering Tythe, and are only ſo —_— for 1 it, 


s it is ſhort and egg tg, 


Ti his may be the FI ac s real 


Objefing. th, the Mcchod: . . 


to perlecute the Ae, as an 9 al. 


5 £08] 
22 3 he may gratify unchriſtian Revenge, 
y carrying on oppreſſive Suits againſt Diſſenters ; 
and may for this equitable Reaſon complain, that 
any Reſtraint of ſuch Suits denies him the Met bods 
of Fuſtice uſed in this Kingdom. 
It appears, from the Statutes already cited, 
to be a — of Juſtice ordained by Law in 
Caſes of the moſt general, important, and valu- 


able Concern. 


But whilſt this Reverend Order oppoſe it, 
as a Method of Juſtice not uſed, in this King- 
dom, and therefore not fit to be uſed, in deter- 
mining Queſtions which relate to their Property: 


Caan it be thought credible, that the Clergy 
incited, purſued, and eſtabliſhed it themſelves, as 
a Method of Juſtice in puniſhing Quakers, and 
all other Proteſtant Diſſenters, for ibe Worſhip of 
God according to their Conſciences, inflicting upon 
them Fines, im riſonment, and Baniſhment from 
their Country — the ſame Arbitrary Deciſion; 
which, as zealouſly as it was ſought for in taking 
away the Eſtates of Nonconformiſts, is ſo grie- 
_ vouſly complained of as taking away the Birth- 
Right of the Clergy in the Law, and depriving 
them of their Maintenance? 1 


If we look back to the Act made in the 
fourteenth Year of Charles ihe Second, entitled, 
An Aft to prevent Miſchieſs and Dangers ariſing 

by the People calld Quakerz ! | . .. - 


- - - There it will appear, that Juſtices of the 
Peace, at the Quarter Seſſions, had Power to con- 
vict by notorious Evidence of the Fact, and to fine, 

Sand © 95 puniſh, 
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[26] 
puniſh, and tranſport Quakers, on Cone dio of 
their holding that Perſuaſion, Rats f 


Strange! that the Clergy ſhould thiok the 


5 6 — Deciſion of a Quarter Seſſions compe- 


tent to take away the Fortunes of this People, 
and to baniſh them from their Country; yet in- 
competent to determine Falls brought againſt 
them or Tyhes| | 


With Rowe: to Proteſtant Diſſenters of 


all Penominations, - the Jame Method of Proſe- 
cution was NN by the Influence f the 
Clergy 


> 


The Oxford foe Mile Aa, fo ed, be- 5 
cauſe it reſtrained diſſentin © Teachers, from coming 


within five Miles of any IG 17 Car. II. 
cap. 2. | 


8837 Enacted, chat two Jullices mighe commit 
Offenders, of their own ec to no leſs than 


fx Months Impriſonment. 


And by the Acts to ro ſuppreſs ſeditions Con- 


| venticles, Viz. 


I. The Statute 16 Car. I. cap. 4. 
Two Juſtices were authorized for the firſt 


| Offence to fine the Party Five Pounds, or to 
| Lerche without Bail for t Months, and their 


tificate was to be a Record of Convidtion. 
©; For the ſecond Offence th 


inflict a Fine of Ten Pounds, or * Monch hs In 


+ xr 3 


1 270 3 
3. " And, fot the third Office, Mp 8 


an the Offender for ſeven Years, unleſs he 
paid One hundred perro before the End of che 


Seſſions. | 
oth Thi Statute 10 PP 1. oh 
The wd were to be by two Tuf. 


tices of the Peace, and the Fines to be levied hy 


their Warrants of Diſtreſs, though in ſome Caſes 
ro the Value of Twenty Pounds. | 


2. The Appeal of be Party Pow Ba 


was to be to the Quarter Seſſions, and no Court 


was to intermeddle with any Cauſes of Appeal 
upon this Act, but they were to be finally de- 
nn by che N Seſſions only: 


wh And a Juſtice of the Peace in one 
County, was to certify to the Juſtices | in any other 
of the F nenn of the * | 


' Theſe 1 which were SL FL RL 


the happy Revolution, and which were di 8 
with afterwards by the Toleration- Ad, in Favour 


of the Proteſtant Diſſenters in general, and by 


the Affirmation- Aft in Fai avour of the Quakers 


in particular, 


Su nw the Deciſion of ubices to be a 
Method i in great Repute and Eſtimation with the 


Clergy before the Revolution. 


1 And thou now f. ft i to be a 
Method of though not 27% in foggrt dom yet 


ſerted 


* Clergy * . in-. 


028 
* the Clauſes in the Aﬀermation-Af, 8 
gave Ga ices of r the ft ae of on 


hs hes. 


They inferred them in a 1 which had 
no Relation to Tythe, and they would not agree, 
that the Quakers Affirmation ſhould be taken in- 
ſtead of an Oath, unleſs Juſtices of Peace might 
be crafted. with this brbiirary Die of their 
Goth Dt 2 8 


A Decifion- which whey think rexfrable 


to conclude the Quaker, but not the * i 
—_— relating to Tyche. e 


Thus the Power of Puſtices of Prove ws | 
[and wholeſome” Proviſion, when given for 


the Benefit of the Clergy: But an unjuſt and 


arbitrary Mcthod when uſed for the Eaſe of the 
1 5 


Thus it is + Wet to ir the Quaker out 


of all the King's Courts, when the Parſon holds 
it expedient to recover Tythe in the Country; 


but it is denying the Parſon the Fuſtice 15 the 


| Great Charter, it contrary to his Option he is 


referred to 2 Deciſion in the , 


; Thus his Quaker ſhall have no ien of 
Courts of Juſtice, to defend the Property which 


the Law hath given him in wine Te of * 
Subſtance; 


But the Parkin ſhall chic Liberty to pro- 


ſecute in Town and Country, in Weſtminſter- Hall, 


the Zzelefiaftical Court, and the Quarter Seſſions, 


without Reſtraint, for the ſungle Tythe in 1 5 


1529 


he hack an Intereſt, or he will com lain | that ite 


Juſtice of Magna Cbarta is denied 
And, the Quaker ſhall have ſuffered Pro- 


fi at the — -Seſſions, for * Tears 


G4 


this Decifion by Juices of the Peace, takes away 
the s Birth-Right in the Law, and is 4 
| Method of Juſtice not uſed in this Kingdom. 


above that low — 5 would be ſo ſeandllouſly 
weak, as to ſuggeſt a Fa#, which the 

_ Country Plawman, from daily W muſt 
know to be falſe. 1 oY 


And were it poſſible, that « one of — 


Eminence could ſo far be wanting in his 
to Truth, to his Go p, and his Reputation, it 

would ſhew him to be confirm'd, in that un- 
bluſhing Proſtiiution which takes Delight i in the 
want of honeſt Shame, though Enemies rejoice, 
| num are confounded at his Infamy. | 


A Perſon of this Habit only, nods be 


capable of adding to the Number of unjuſt Com- 

* the Clamour againſt the Determination of 
Juſtices in — "SOM & an arbiifiry 
N. ET 

| 4a i ie wr more ene j than = De- 

cient x Court of G * a Cler 
—— e de ich 


Common Law, Or, 


Ye cee Parfn ſhall * that 


The Country Parſon, 1 ſuggeſts it 5 
For, I can hargly believe, that any Man 
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Or; as if it were more arbitrary than tlie 
Deciſion of a Court of Delegates, where he muſt 
have his laſt Reſort, if he ſues by Ecrleſiaſtica! 
Proceſs:  _ "SR 20-16. angina 


It might be thought, from this Complaint | 

of an arbitrary Deciſion, that the: Clergy were 
remarkably fond of Trials by Juries, where the 
Verdict is in the Judgment of Twelve Men ſpe- 

cially impanelled at every Aſſize: And that they 
oppoſe a Deciſion by one or two only, and diſ- 
like a Dernier Reſort to a Standing Sett of Juſ— 
dices. a | | | 


y Yet, ſtrange as it may ſeem, it is cet- 
tainly true, that of 1153 Suits for Tythe againſt 
the Quakers, 1094 of the Number ſought either 
for the arbitrary Deciſion of Courts of Equity; 
where the laſt Reſort is to the Houſe of Lords, 
or for the more arbitrary Deciſion of Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts, where the laſt Reſort is to a Court of 


And, the Country Parſon is not contend- 
ing, that Judgments ſhould be 4% arbitrary, than 
the Bill allows; but that Suits ſhould be nore 
unlimited; He approves this Method of Juſtice, 
but would not be confined to it; He would tie 
the.2yaker down, but thinks it moſt unequal and 

- unjuſt, that the Parſen ſhould be compelled to 
by it Himſellfktf. 


The Acts of King William (ſays he) 
took no Remedy from me; they provided an 
* ealy Remedy for the Recovery of Quakers 
* Tythes and ſmall Tythes ; they did not ſhut 


1319 
© up the King? s Courts againſt | me, but left me 
at liberty to take the new Method, or, if it 
5 ua ee to reſort to the old. ones. 


n For this: 1 had Reaſon to be chankfül. 
and, have always choſen the new Method, tor 
s e own ſake and Ban Neighbour” 8 Sake. 


Aſter ſuch an n Acknowledgment, chat the 
82 is eaſy, that the Parſon had Reaſon to 
be thankful for it, and always had choſen it; 
Would any Man believe that, ſince thoſe Acts 
have taken Plase, the Clergy have carried on in 

the moſt 3 n no 0 leſs: than 2153 
Proſecutions 
Ĩ be Reaſon o which rigorous ; Suits ſcems 
to be, that the more Gentle not VC the 
Parſon s Intention in Suing. 1855 | 


This Lockntlen is beſt to ba 1 


tom the Werds of the Country Papas z Ples, 
which aſſerts, that the Law was defi 

ft the Quaker mich-holding Tythe from 22 
8 3 Fig 


So that che Recovery of Tythe i is not ſuf- 


| Scent to the Parſon, unleſs he can punſb 7 the 


7 Method in which he recovers. 


- The Parſon, as a Principle of his Reli- 
gion, holds Tythe to be of Divine Fight. 
© 
105 The Auster, as Principle of his Religion, 
holds Ty the to be rm e 

e Chrfian Church. 0. 


The 
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Divine Rigbt of his Order 0 the r 
who. calls i Amiichriſtian. 255 25 


[32] 


1 The 2 18 che Parſon ys as 4 
Temporal Intereſt 3 And the Parſon goes to Law 
not only to recover Tythe, but to. avenge the 

Beaker, 


N knows, the Wer cannot ield, tae | 
9 E | 


$724 1 r e 
And if the Proceedings of ſome Courts are more 
five than others, he. will ſue in thoſe 


Courts, that he may puniſ the Quaker in the 
; 3 of ee T ythe, 


: This may agree with the boundleſs Am- 
bition, and cauſcleſs Cruelty, of ſe Eccleſia · 


ſticks, but it would be reproachful to the Juſtice 
of a Legiſlative Power, that ſhould allow one 
Part of the Subjects to take Advantage of the 


Unhappineſs, the Infirmity, or Religious Preju- 


dices of another Part, * 


and Oppreſſion. 
Vet this is the Caſe, whilſt the Parſon 


may worry. one for T in ev wy 
at his Will. W 2 wh 


If the Parſon ſues in the Exchequer, or 
e in the Ecoleſiaſtical Courts, he. can 


oppreſs the Quaker with heavier Coſts; and per- 


by Ling, may for the Benefit of 


his © = the tenth 7 ww: F thing 
a Far 
> Rate of his Tythe. wt 


wil 


[+331] 


Win the Parſon then, be. ſo charicbl = 
to ſuc before the Juſtices, who, can only levy. | 
Tyan bur not oppreſs the Quaker 1 Colts? 


No n Sobel FRA 
ts. was made to Puni1sH the Quaker 
fading me of wy "ION: 


TX a 


Thee 1 ord”? 


To make t TO; terrible 


amongſt Nonconformiſts, to ſubdue their 


ſition to 2 Pride, the Inſolence, and Uſurpa- 


tion of unconſcionable Churchmen, to make ſe- 
vere Examples of thoſe Who oppoſe Divine Right, 


and to indulge a pre e covetous 


ermper 3 . $15 5 


The Parſon will fue. for pe not * 


be may eaſily recover it, but where he can with 


Saber Advantage at once mer and oppreþs. 


This is called a foul Charge on the Cler- 
Sur d their Advocates want a Specification of 

its, that they may be able to vindicate their 
Cond 


The Suits ſfall be fp ify'd in the 
per Coutf: of Enquiry aq this Place 177 
enough to obſerve, That as foul 1 * Charge can 
be, tis a Practice which every Clergyman hath 
at his ion; z and whether it ben fittin 


g that 
Clergy be truſted with Power to 985 


= 


is a Queſtion of fo eaſy a Diſcuſſion, that they | 


have not a Friend in the World, who, as to his 
It 


own n Particular, would chuſe to live at their Mercy. 


1 
nn 
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* It is tabeing way th this Power 00 res 
21 1850 
ene orcaions f get en Ann, FE 
3 cet Parſon, zealous for this Pow- 
| 2 155 Mar- that the want of ir wal expoſe * 


LN 91 K 2 ACTI EK 


N x % if te 


1 


The ths” ſays A knowing — 1 
„have no 65 to the Law; but muſt be con- 
6 Icloded b n in the ge, e will not 


"on Lys * from mie, but will uſe 
19 0 e IT ro 91 a 


ider a Temptation, to uſe this Power to culti- 
vate an ElcQton-Iatereſt. i 154091 . 


75 Her 0 aby e Are FfAxelders; and 
ax "Ys they are great raders, hive Tofluence over 


Way others; Hh" u ac ks Ste ff in Ope- 


0 © Grion to the Parſon. 
<1 ? 52780) oi « n a aut L 


20 ae fe but bre Vote for this Cy, 90 


+ Intereſt. Is 203 en Yo 38 : 


This, geen is gr rounded auser on 
Suppaſirion, % SE Ns Aer 44 


. That che e one 'of the' leſſer Bo- 
as of Diſſenters, Are ſtronger in Property and 

e than all the Clergy of the Church of 
"England, the two bases included; 


55 Conſequently, That the Quakers Wei! 
in Trade will bear down the Clergys Water in 
Land; — That 


1350 


19 51 


That * ** will chunt 8 an 


Ele gion. Intereſ rather among the Quaker than 


the Clergy ; whereas in Fact, two Thirds 'of the 
Counties of England are governed in their County 
Elections by. June —_— : 


I ori aac V7 


dan, in ah Counties-will de Opsher or 
the Parſon be moſt likely to N oF: * N 
tiality of Country Gentlemen 


"7 CG? 2 


This Parſon ſays be bath but one "Doe, 


which is hard upon him 5- becauſe; to my Know- 


ledge, He hath more iban ow Bengſ. 


He ſays He bath; no Intereſt, whith I am 
equally forry for; becauſe, if Ir is SI it is ow. 
ing to his very bad Character. nge 


But can this Allegation be general ? Can 
a Beneficed Clergyman have no Intereſt, where 


He hath ſuch a Property as Tythe, and where 


every Farmer muſt —_—__ to 1 ee to e 
oppreſſive Proſecutions? * 


This Power of 1 hx 9 a Multitude 
of Suits is the moſt formidable Power of the 
Crown. And, if an Officer of Exciſe can in ſome 
Degree influence Votes in Elections by his Power, 


to oppreſs, (which many Starutes provided to re- 


Krain ſuch Influences have declared.) Can 4 Cler- 
gyman, having Power to proſecute, be without 
the ſame Influence over the Votes of his People ? 


rene is there not t _ Reaſon ro reſtrain it ? 


Hoey Qlerg man _ his Intereſt with the 
more e devour * . by his 1 
wi 


—_—. 
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. - 36 ] | 
with the Sick, by his Knowledge of all the Fa- 
ily-Afairs in his Pariſh, and by reconciling even 
ihe e Quarrels which He foments, may procure to 
himſelf the W N over the jos of his 


People.” 

When the Weight of bi ebw in their 
Lands is added, to his Interpoſition in their pri- 
vate Affairs ; when Fear co- operates with Kind- 
neſs, and He can awe thoſe into Submiſſion whom 
He cannot perſwade to love Him : 5 


2 What Pariſhioner, havi za Vote 3 in Elec- 
tions, can refuſe it to the Req vel of his Parſon ? 


ts | 1 was ever of Opinion, that a Clergyman 
; maſk; have the worſt Judgment of any Man in his 
OR ay if fie bad hath not the Beſt Intereſt. 


And, the Pretence, that T ryals of Tythe 
| Juſtice of Peace will become fubſervient to an 
ction- Intereſt, might naturally make a 1 2 

ſcar to abide. chis Tryal, where the Biaſs 

Court muſt by ſo great a ä be 1 in Fa- 

your of the ergy. FE 


hs 4 Bat this is the Difference between the Par- | 
fon and the KITE x 15 | 


my The Juſtices, it ever ſo nach tand can can 
only * a ſpeedy Deciſion levy the Tythe; ; and, 
this will not aggrieye the Quaker: 


ä Whereas the "IR covets a protracted 
Sit, in an expenſive Court, which may not only 
; Fecover” his TD 8928 but 72 his Wan 


— *. = # * 


With 


] 
1 
P 


. 191, : | 
With this View He m⸗ :nifies the Qualcers 


8 in Trade, and Intereſts in Elegien; 


5 theſe 8 e that Intereſt i in 
Land, and Power in Elections, which the Tythe 
of the Clergy, the Endowments of Chapters, Col- 
Jeges, and Univerſities, and the Epiſcopal Reve- 
nues of the e have mp ag in Favour 
el the Church: | 


A Power, that every Man ſees to 1 « daily 


increaſing from the Capacities of that Corporation, - 


which is enabled to purchaſe all the of 
England in Mortmain: 008 


A Power that will. in the Gourls of Time, 
jf it be uncheck'd in its Progreſs, extend its 


Sway over all the Property of the Kingdom, tho? 


| contrary to the Genius, and. tending to the De- 


ſtroction of this free Government ! 
Wich the You of ſupporting. this enorki- 


tant Power, the Country Parſon takes the Infamous 
Liberty of taxing the Juſtice of all * 


"Tis his 8 That, 
I. By this Bill he muſt be ty d down, for 


"s i ol Valve of his Tythes, by the Judgment of 


two Juſtices, out of whoſe Lands the Tythe 


6 * ariſes, and whoſe Tenants pay it.“ 


28. The two Juſtices Who ave the Sen- 
tence will be von the Bench, at the Quarter - Seſſi- 


ons, or if they are not, it may happen, that their 


* Brother JO may think it more expedient, 
| that 
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* that a Parſon ſhould loſe Forty or Fifty Shillings, 
(a great. Part of the Demand,) than that two 
© worthy Gentlemen Juſtices of the Peace ſhould 


> 4 


be ſuſpected of Partiality.” 


- on - * 
8 


3. © The eſtabliſhed Miniſtry will be left 


+ 
: 
«a — 
* 


„ without a Maintenance, by the Iniquity and 


Partiality of Witneſſes, who are generally Far- 
mers and Countrymen, and undervalue the 
£ Tythes, though by Evidence upon their 
— 8 8 
©... This is the, decent and charitable Manner 
in which the Country Parſon expteſſes himſelf of 
the whole People * England. from the Country 
Gentleman down to the Country Farmer: N 


ICY NI ? : 


As if the Gentlemen in the Commiſſion of 


"0 the Peace for the ſeveral Counties of England, had 


not as fair a Reputation for Juſtice, and as few 
Temptations to be partial, as the Judges of an 
Eccleſiaſtical Court, who, though the Creatures of 
the Clergy, fit there to decide the Properties of 
As if it were a foul Charge on any Man 
who wears a Caffock, to ſuppoſe, that he will be 
oppreſſive in his Suits, or enormous in his Exacti- 
ons, though manifeſtly for the enriching of his 
'Family, and impoveriſhing his Adverſary ; 


| Yet a modeſt and fair Accuſation, that 
none of the Gentlemen of England are ſufficiently 
impartial, ro render Jultice, berween Clergymen 
HD TT Rn” 
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1 
a The first Allegation, 1 


2 Pens 1 17 4 


Sp That the Parſon will be op afl for 


© the Value of lis Tythes, to the Judgment of 
two Gentlemen, out of whoſe Lands the Tythe 
eile or whoſe Tenants pay it, 1 


* * N 


1 abbeleh „ eee 


gre” Betaoſe, 1. The Bill exetpes ch | Jaltice 
as are any ways interefled in the” Tythes; 


2: The Parſon who may complain to any 
two Fuſtices, never will complain to any one, out 


of whoſe Land the Saks ari ſes, or whoſe Tenant 


1815 


Pays it 3 but 1 885 i Ag 4 

, He will fe the be V ebe of the 
Peace, to pick two Juſtices out of, and will cer- 
 rainly apply where he hath wk Expectaion of 


Oy, ro his Order. ah 


ho 0 8 1 
* A 


| The next Allegations | e 


| 2 25 


8 That when two Juſtices of the Peace 


Ds have given Sentence, the Gentlemen of the County 
may think it more big rm that the Parſon 


© ſhould loſe Forty or Fitty Shillings, (a great 
Part of lis Demand,) than that two of their 


© * Brethren ſhould be ſulpected of \Partiality s- E, 
. abſurd, malicious, falſe, and Kanes, 


It not only reflects on the Honour of the 
Wenden of England; but fuppoſes, that two 
Juſtices cannot err in their Judgment without 
Suſpicion of And, It 


Country wil 
that two of their Brethren ſhould be accounted 
erroneous, in any particular Judgment. 


of Rapparecs, combin'd to ſupport each other in 
Acts of Injuſtice ; DE * 


149] 


It . that all the Gentlemen of a 
be partial and unjuſt, rather than 


- 


Did the Country Parſon learn to think thus 


of Judicial Proceedings from thoſe in Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts? Is the Chancellor of the Dioceſe, partial 
in Favour of the Clergy, leſt the Church ſuffer 


Scandal from the Suppoſition, that a Clergyman, 


who loſes bis Cauſe, is unjuſt in his Suit? Or, 


Is the Dean of the Arches accuſtomed to 
think it more expedient, that the Appellant in 
his Court ſhould loſe. his Suit, rather than that a 
Brot ber Doctor (the Chancellor againſt whoſe 


Judgment the Appeal is brought) ſhould be ſuſ- 
pected of Partiality in his Deciſion? | 


What have the Landed Gentlemen of this | 


Kingdom done to offend this Parſon, that Paß 


who of all others are moſt intereſted in the Pu 
lick Happineſs, ſhould be treated as leaſt of all 


qualify'd ro adminiſter Publick Juſtice ? 


. Or, that the ſhould be treated as 2 Baud 


5 


And, leſs to be ſuſpected of deciding Suits 
impartially, than that wooden Implement of Church 
Power, who judges by Commiſſion from the 
Clergy, who owes them Partiality in Requital 


for his Promotion, and is tempted to encourage 
a Multitude of Suits to encreaſe his own Fees of 


Office ? | 


I hope 


41 
the Gentlemen of thé Contry 


1 hop 


| #herein this candid Parſon reſides; will make him 


the möſt publick Acknowkdgments of theſe in- 


diſcriminate Reflections, which ſo remarkably diſ- 


tinguiſh his Humanity a8 3 Gentleman, his Po- 
Hiteneſs as a Scholar, bis Meekneſs as a Clergy- 
mae; and dis Charity as a Chriſtian. 3 


But I hope at the Gon Time, thit hs 


cauſe a Man, who can think of them as fuck: a 
En Set of Miſcreants, may 8 be an 


mple to rey his' own Ine ions. RD 
[ et d 


; 


And, 


A4 s to the Charge on the Farmers and 
Countrymen, who are repreſented in every Part 
of the Plea, as robbing the Clergy of their Main- 
tenance by their Iniguity ny as ls: int _—_ 
valding the Tythes; + v 501 ? 
Uns 


It will be a ſufficient 4 in general, 


that if there was leſs Avarice and Injuſtice in 
the Clergy, they would be leſs forward in accufing 


as Country of Iniquity and' Perjury. 0 


It is Fact, that the Farmers in general ne- 
ver gave the Parſon ſo high a Rate for his Tythe, 
but he look'd on it as below his Due, and were 


they to give him nine Tentbs of their Subſtance, 
it would not ſatisfy the ravenous Spirit of ſome 


Clergymen, ſo long as the Farmers retain one Part 
in len to themſclves. ee e 


Is this ſeverely key of the Clergy PLC 


any Man judge, whether it can be more ſevere 


than warrantable, when provok*d by 4 Clergyman, 


who i is capable of defaming all the Gentlemen of 
F I” 


will never be admitted to ſit amongſt them; be- 


— ns a4 * 
2 * > * 


e nl dread 
— — n 
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* as partial — unjuſt Judges, and the 
whole Zeomanry of England as Knaves in their 
; Dealings, and Perjus's: Fillains in Courts of Juſtice. f 


Ry Perſuading myſelf, that ſo much. as hath 
| —— ſaid on this Subject will vindicate the Honour 

of Engliſ Gentlemen, and their Competency for 
the ede which | is given them by this Bill ; 


-q 1015 proceed to examine the reſt of the Pre- 
ences, that it un iqgure the Parſond Property : 


Of which none can be more enflaming, 
than the Complaint in the 16th Page. 


No Quaker, ſays the Parſon, will, after 
4 ſuch a Law ſhall be made, ſet out his Tythes, 
but will retain them to his own Uſe; and I 
© ſhall: be debarred of having them in kind, how 
© neceſſary ſoever they be to my own, and my 

, . 8 Subſiſtence. X | 


222 7719S, By 158. che Parſon cannot r out 
o his own 3 and carry it away, but the 
* Occupier of the Land muſt ſet it out; and 
if the Parſon intermeddle with the Corn, be- 
5 fore the Occupier hath ſet out the Tyrhe, he 
is liable to an Action. 


© The Quaker's G will not per- 
mit him to ſet out the Tythe : So that with 
the Law on one Side, and the Quaker's Con- 
ſcience on the other, no Tythe can ever be ſet 
out in this Caſe. ; 


5-6. 7 2 4 


Would any Man imagine, after this grie- | 
vous 9 of the Law on one Side, and the 
| "On. $ 


04849; | 

: Quaker's Conſcience — the a that the Bill If! 

. | actually gives the Parſon a better Remedy than 1 

ever th. tra his Tythes in Kind ? And, that if 14 

; they are really neceſſary to his oon, or his Fa- 1 

|| mily's Subſiſtence, he may have them in FRI of f 

" j tb: Quakers byche-Aig of chis Bil ? * 

He ſays, che Quaker's Conſcience will nor re. | [1 
mit him to ſet out the Mae | 


Bat chen; the Bill: obs; the Jubi Ware yl 
rant hall ene 1 theſe ie WH 20 | 
_ So eint the Diſtro way. be ae ufer | = 
| tyrheable Matter, and the Parſon may have it = " 
in Kind, with better Meaſure than if the COT þ 
hag ſer out his Tythes; | 


And the Quaker f ſhall Er the Colts, 


This is eaſy Juſtice. | 


| But the Parſon hath aledg d, 9 That by 
the Laws in Being, He may recover | Treble 
6 . of PF Dan not ſetting out his 


. "This 1 is the Parſon 8 155 Obje&tion A 
the Bill; and a moſt CRE ü it 
will appear to be; For 


The Parſon, knife the Quaker . to bs 
reſtrained by Scruple of Conſcience from ſetting out 
his Tythe, looks upon the Penalty of Treble Da- 
mages to be a ſure Intereſt, which he hath at pre- 
ſent in every Quaker's Property ; and, whereas 
he bath but one W any other Man, = 

takes 


A 

takes Three 1 or Sir Shillings :in | 
tha Pound from the Produce of the Land, beſides 
deftroying great Part of the . * load- 
ing him n n wah woes 59% V 

Ie PiA f os 
"4 Can _ think ha, that the Na ill 
h conſent to a Law which may pin him down to 
hig» Twhe 'only, and not allow him to recover 
treble Tythes of every Quaker in his Parim? 


A Can vou think that, whilſt the Q Quaker' 8 
Default ef ſetting out Tythe is fo profitable to the 
Parſon, he will ever conſent that a Fuſtice of the 

Peace ſhould /et. them out fa the Quaker, and 

ſaye- the poor Dan mant en Sd this of a . 5 
S 4 644 


This is Reaſon with a Parſon aquinſt hs 
Proviſion of this Bill, but can never be a Reaſon 
with any other Man. It may be an Intereſt of 
precious Concern to the Clergy, but it would be 
a Reproach to Publick Juſtice, were they ſuffered 
to demand Three times the Value of their Tythes 
in the King's Courts, on pretence of their not be- 
ing ſel out, when any two Juſtices of the Peace 
in the Neig hbourhood may grant their Warrant 
to take — in the Field. in the on, or where- 

ee: ae may be found. 

If this docs not ſatisfy the Parkin; herd is 
an Expedient, which, as I have heard and be- 
lieve, the Quakers. will not oppoſe, and which 
== ſilence the Parſon? $ Otyections. | f 


The two Juſtices of the Peace, "who have 

| Power by their Warrant to levy the Value of the 
* * when * are with-held, may by their 

25 Warrant 


1 46 1 
Warrant authorize a fit Perſon to 5 them out, 


when they ought to be paid in an 


The Law, in a this Caſe; wit not e 
5 it on the Quaker to ſet out Tythes contrary to- 
his Conſcience, nor will the Quaker be ſubject 


to pay three Tythes for not having ſer out one? 


But an Officer will be appointed to ſet out the 
Pythe, which the Quaker, from bis Scruple of 
Conſcience, is diſabled to ſet out himſelf. And 
the Parſon will not then have the Plea of Neceſ- 


| ſity,” to Juſtify his g dne to Law for his Tythes, 


nor the Scandalous Eee of — the Qua- 
* for Three times che alue of them. $354: ©3 


n Perſon may anſwer, that this will be 
a Proviſion for the Recovery of Great Tythes, 
as Corn, Hay, Sc. But how ſhall he take his 
ſmall Tythes? * Muſt I, /a be, in the 27th 


Page, watch when a Cow falls into Labour, or 


- +. muſt I keep à Regiſter of all the Calves and 
« "Tp" that are hog in my Pariſh ? ta 


* 5G This leads us to the Objeftion: which he 
ne in the next Page, rer this Billz 


eee in the Law now ſtands, the Parſon can 
2 bring a Bill of Diſcovery in Courts of Equity; 
in which Caſe; the Farmer is obliged to ſet 
* out his tytheable Matter and the Value, and is 
liable to Proſecution for Perjury, if he is guilty 
Jof it. But is every Juſtice in the Kingdom to 
© be erected into a Chancellor? If not, by what 
* Proceeding ſhall the Firn a a e 
© nee W 1 <2K 
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3 It is to be obſerved,” that the Parſon firſt 
puts a Caſe of a Bill of Diſcovery to be brought 


in the Exchequer, after this Law ſhall take Place: 


| Yet in the next Paragraph complains, that no 
ſuch Bill can be brought there. He firſt com- 
er of the Hardſhips which he ſhall ſuffer in 
bringing ſuch a Bill, and next ſets it forth as his 
Hardſhip that he cannot bring ſuch a Bill. This 
P/ ͤ ⁰ 2 non ms) 


I I know not, that the Law propoſed will 
take away the Juriſdiction of Courts of Equity 
to retain Bills of Diſcovery; I am not certain, that 
the Proceeding by Bill in Equity is the moſt rea- 
ſonable Method to be uſed for ſuch Diſcovery. 

— But in Anſwer to that arch Queſtion 
Is every FJuſtict to be erefled into a Cbancellor? 
I muſt ſay, it ſeems as reaſonable that there ſnould 
be a Chancellor in every Court of Quarter - Seſ- 
ſions, as in every Court of the Clergy : And, I 
think, if the Law muſt compel a Quaker to diſ- 
cover the Value of his Tythes, that in this Caſe, 
the Cheapeſt Method of Diſcovery will be the Beſt 
Method; and that the Juſtices at the Quarter- 
Seſſions, may examine him with as good Effect, 
(though not with ſo much Coſt) as the Parſon 
can interrogate him with, in the Court of Ex- 


IT There is a ſlight Objection in the ſame 
Page work' d up into a loud Complaint, That 
< the Juſtices can't compel Witneſſes to attend 
* them.* But to remedy this, the ſame Clauſe 
may be provided in this Bill, as in Relation to 
the Exciſe, by the Act 5 & 8 . III, which in⸗ 
flits the Penalty of Ten Pounds on any one = 


1047]. 


ſhall not appar as a Witneſs, on Surnmons from a 


ae of the Peace. "Hnds we 


928 The Quaker Fab” be ca wilson for 
ſuch a Clauſe, as He muſt be equally affected by 


the Want of Means, to compel the Appearance of 


Wine 5 


80 FRY in i the Manner of working: up this 


Objection, the Country Parſon ſtrains it beyond 
what Truth can juſtify, and endeavours to make 
the Clergy think, from this preſentWant of Power 
in Juſtices, that this Bill denies it, becauſe ir does 
not mention it; and that, in the Manner of draw- 
ing the Bill, it ſeemeth intended to leave * 


: mann of Tnbe precarious: 


' Whereas a Bill of this comprehenſive Na- 
ture can hardly be prepared, ſo full or ſo correct 
in the firſt Drawing, as to want no additional 
Clauſe or Amendment; and the Ordinary Forms 
of Parliament give, ample Opportunities for in- 
ſerting *. before i it becomes a Law. 


It i is next Objected, T hat 
In the Original Cauſe before 8 e 


the Parſon is ſuppoſed to ha ve Juſt Cauſe of 


Complaint, and to recover in ſome Shape or 
2 5 other, ot to * entitled to. e 1 


No c It is . He may a W 5 


0 Appellant to the Near raghs and Colts 
& may be againſt him. 


of them. | 


(481) 


4. How i is i then. Joys ah Parti * 
© the Bill limits the Coſts in the firſt Inſtance, 
* when the Parſon" is to receive them, and leaves 
a chem arbitrary in os OF when Ge Parſon 
is to pay them? — 

There is nothing r more in this ObjeRtion, 
than that 2 Juſtices are limited in giving Coſts, 
and the abel Bench, at their Qarter- Seſſions, left 

-to W 17 Tony" pains. to DTD, And, 


7 . In the firſt Inſtance of Complaint, it 


8 be reaſonable to ſpecify the Coſts, which 


ſhall not be exceeded; to the End that the two 
Juſtices, tho“ ever ſo partial to the Complaint, 
may Hot oppreſs the Defendant with Coſts. But, 


2. In the Appeal. if Mie puren er Om- 


ker appear to be litigious, it may be reaſonable, 
that all the Juſtices of the County ſhould have 


Power to give exemplary Coſts, though it might | 
be leſs ſafe to leave it in the Diſcretion WF two 


.. - VP 
6 _- 


And now we come to che grievous Ob- 


jection againſt the Bill; ( Page 29) That 2 


6 If ae Parſon bring an indictment or 


< Information; againſt the C Quaker or his Witneſſes 


for PERI uRV, and ſhall fail to make a Legal 
Proof (as it is ſuggeſted he eafily-may do) in 
that Caſe, the Bill gens the Denman ſhall re- 
cover Treble wow 55 . 
Extreamly hard 1 "bi a "—_ Adcufution 
of Ferjury ſhould be liable. ro TREE CosrTs! 5 


F 


by 


14 1 


If che Parſon cannot prove Pejor . 1 
ſhould he charge it? If the Nature e 
is difficult, does not Juſtice impoſe this D Ity 
Ought any Man to be convicted, of [ Crime 
from flight Appearances? from a 2 
ſon's. Suſpicion ; or from a rpc 8 
Reſentment? And if the Parſon wants 
dence which the Law requires, ſhould the 145 
— him, . to publiſh o much In- 

my? 


| This is his Marr of moving Compation 
for the Clergy 3 

Bd He reps theo Jie, 
Hum $0 Opn as unjuſt Judges. 


2. He repreſents che whole Bench of al 
tices, before whom he brings his inn l, as Js 
105. to We e en e 


1 ks the er, 48 perjur 
ac to 1 the re bis a 


Or, If an Iflve be directed by the Exche- 
0 e e 3 to be ry by 


te e, te Ver oft Jr 
o be den parte; and ad, A Nd 


FX The Wirneks i every Cale, | 
eee e, 5 


minen * T . 
* we * o * > 
. m 


as pare | 


r 
— —— 


— = 2 — 
" — l 
— i.e > Sas 


a wy "- 


— e 1 


— — — — 


| 
{ 
1 
| 
{| 
i 
| 
| 
1 


— ESE _ 
8 — 1 * . 
—— es I CO Inn 


Ota ti th non ee es . 4 


= 2 — * r 


— 
— 
were — 
— 98 oo rw, 


— — — — 
— —— 
— — 


Conſcience, wha. ſhould, bli 


Ten 5 — —e— 5 
* — PPP — 
1K — — ee eee 


[ 56. | 


Ve, Such Cortbitatich i. vg to be in 


9 X try. againſt. the Claim Ty the |. 5k 


Of 


2 1¹ If the Parſon' 0 Fern all thele e of 


1 ceffary to Salvation) cannot prove this 
c E, n e: 
wa Carve Tron; 


i * 
Gott! e22TIUD 37 wht 933 nin 


wy hott Wr 07 eden nid. wes) 
/ 
going Why then b. he muſt 27 7 rb Coſy, 


| Did ever the Chriſtian Church fuffer ſuch 
Perſecution ? _ 1 ; 
10120 n OW]: I 1 ae 11 311 1 
Let, a Layman would be ſer in the Pill 
the fol 920 Defamation which this Parks 
ſt the Justice of his Country. 
tack ES „I: EDA 9 75 #1 cc 307. TORW 71G 
F confeſs, if x might os of a Man's 
ſo much Slander 
apainft al Ranks and Begrees of Men, I ſhould 
take it to be of the blackeſt Complexion. An 
honeſt Man 1 ole a reaſonable Confidence 
. "rry pwr $3 ef Men, but he who would 
oc Man tho Sour be juſt, ſeems to wiſh, 


f Wi 2 be CAS to, do him 


3 YO 15 v 15 8 OJ Jy * I, 7 «of * if 7 77 71 7 [2 


| However, ſince the pen to this Bill 
bath had its chief Support trom the Clamour 
againſt the Power of t _—_ fince the Gen- 
tlemen of England have ni charged with ſuch 
Gp tion, Partiality and Injuſtice, it hath been 
that the Judge of Mie mould be a 
poi gd, inſtead of the Court WEI 107 Rs 5 


151 
to heat and determine Appeals ; And, the . 
kers have not objected to this \Propoſizion, 

cauſe they deſire no other. than pecdy Ji 


ay Uh be glad, of . receiving - it 5 er : 


mo 2 the a ae 15 5 


Deciſion, b the Aa jg 
no Iatereſf to cul «$i 97 abe be 27 A 
cannot have any undue Regatd''to'the "Tultices, 


om whom. the Party, .appe4 Is, 
not be hop, the Perl any Fe ch AS 5 


: ne. Circuit, A 


A are, de Gn Ghj 


t u Aras of the Biff, 07 VE ts 


Piel iot 21 - 31 


1. It is not yet known,” that the Ju 


are willing to be charged with this ditional 
Th 9 Buſineſs. i the Aﬀize. © 2 5 


may not be reaſonable. to impoſe it upon” x "ig 


if it can be other ways diſpoſed of; becauſe” the 


late Acts of Parliament, . eſpecially thoſe, relating 


to the Diſcharge of Debtors, five already occa- 
ſioned more Buſineſs to come before them, than 


the uſual Time of Aſſizes will allow thern con- 


veniently to determine. CVI 
W 


2. The next Obiecten is of ſtill greater 
Weight. Such an Alteration would coumenance, 
the ſcandalous Objections againſt he Honour "of 2] 
Gentlemen of England. = n 


0 therefore, 1 declare myſelf 938 on 
the Matter, I ſhall give my e, to it. p 
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PART : . * 


= Ex cry FRY by this time hath f Wed 
Ki flag ent, whether the Juſtices of Peace de- 
fe this Truſt 3 or Whether the Power with 
is Bill inveſts them, will be Effectual to 

nds for which it is propoſed. ' And there- 

| t examine any farther the Country 
bjections, wg ro their Qualifications 
ognizance of Tythes, or 10 the Suf- 
their 9 for the Recovery of 
ut, 5 


Th gow Effet which their 8 
Ii bas f e, upon * ntereſt of the Pa in Tythe, 


as it is foretold by the Country Parſon, deſerves 


1 n Notice. 


wy The Quarter-Seftia Joris Price, PR he, will 
ts a, ; Standing ur! i the Value of 78 


c Ihe Bin will crotubly; in Proceſs of 
c Time, introduce a general Modus Decimandi 
« for the whole Kingdom.” 


To this I anſwer, That, 


1 cannot ſee the Probability of any ſuch 
Conſequences to flow from this Bill: Or, that 
when the Juſtices have determined the Value of 
Tyche in one Farm, it will be a Rule for che 


Value of Tythe in any other. 


For, if the Soil is ſeldom of equal. Good- 
del in any two Men's Lands, (and the Produce 


muſt 3 be 1 ; Value COR to we Good- 
nels e of the Land ; ) 


Will 


| 531 


Will it be ſufficient for any Farmer to ſay 


before the Juſtices, Du bave determined the Value 
of another Man's Tyihe at ſuch a Rate; you ought 
therefore to charge me no higher, 3 the Land 
which I farm is of treble Value, and produces a 
treble Crop? 5 5 


Or, will it conclude the Parſon, with re- 


to any particular Eſtate, that the Juſtices 


determined the Value at ſuch a Rate in any par- 
ticular Year ? Will he not ſhew that the Land 
hath been improved, the Produce increaſed, ' and 
that the Value of his Tythe is greater than when 
it was laſt determined? i FA 


This ;nfinite Variety of Caſes, this frequent | 


Difference between one Farmer's Land and ano- 


ther's, nay, between the ſame Land in different 


Years, will make it impoſſible that the Quarter 
Seffions Price, as declared on any Occaſion, can 
become the Standing Rule for the Value of Tythe 
Ep County, or even in that Pariſh, where it 


But if a general Modus Decimandi for the 
Whole Kingdom were to enſue; if a known de- 

terminate Value could be eſtabliſhed for the Tythe 
of every County, though I ſee no hope of at- 
taining it, I think ſincerely, that it would be a 
general Good, as well to the Clergy as the La- 
The Clergy would be endowed with a 
better Maintenance, though they were allowed a 
leſs Rate; and, the Laity would be charged with a 

lighter Burthen, though they paid a higher Rate. 
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The Certaimty of the Modus would ſave the 
Expence of thoſe | unhappy + Controverſies -which 
impoveriſh- the Parſon, who even raiſes the Va- 
lue of his T'ythe, and webach, beggar the Fu, 
though he brings it below the Value. 


if "$3 The Title 10 the Modaz would be fx 
: clear, and unperplexed; the Recovery of it eaſy 


and ſhort. There would be no Occaſion of 
racking the Layman's Conſcience,. ro diſcoyer on 
his Oath againſt the Biaſs of his Intereſt. . And 

there could not 2 be an Opportunity of 

cheating the Parſon. of his Maintenance, as is 
now ſaid to be praftiſed, by Perjury, Partiality, 
and . e 


e 3 os Figs certain ks 
1 ment for the Maintenance of the Clergy, are ma- 
1 nifeſt in thoſe Pariſhes where it is levied, by a 

_ = Pounp RATE upon the Inhabitants; nor will 
1 deny the Reverend Order this Juſtice, that, te- 
nacious as they are of the Divine Right of Tythes, 
they have never ſcrupled to prefer a Parliamen- 
tary Right to a Pound Rate, where it Promiſed 
them a better Revenue. 


T he Confideration of this 8 "a 
tween .@ certain Payment for the Maintenance of 
the Clergy, and an uncertain Tythe as uſually ex- 
acted by them, induced the Parliament of this 
Kingdom, in the 22d and 23d Years of Charles the 
Second, to take away the whole Tythes of the City 

of LonpoN, as by the 15th Chapter of the Statute 

made i in wat Year may be n. 


e 


% 
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. TEITS 50 WO EIT TIES .. SIA r 


[55] 
It ia entitled, An AFR for the better Settle- 
ment of the Maintenance of Parſons; Vicars, and 
Curates, in the Pariſhes of the City of London, burnt | 
by the late dreadful Fire there. 


0 And it is thus introduced: 
n bereas the 7 ythes in the City of London, 


© were levied and paid with great Inequality, and 
©, are, fince the late dreadful Fire there, in the Re- 
* building of the ſame, by taking away of ſome 


* Houſes, altering the Foundations of many, and the- 
* new erefling of others, ſo diſordered, that in caſe 


© they ſhould not for the time to come be reduced to @ 


© Certainty, many Cont: wmf, -_ Suits of * 
5 mig hi thence ariſe : 1 iis 0 | 


Therefore the Act ** to eſtabliſh a 
certain Allowance of Money, to be paid in every 
Pariſh, for the Maintenance of the iniſter, 


Upon this it may be ke "oa 


280 of 1. That the Introducing a General Modus 
Decimandi, which the Country Parſon is afraid 
of as a Grievance likely to ariſe by the Quakers 


 Tythe Bill, would in Fact be no Grievance at all, 


— would in the Language of this Act of Parlia- 
ment remedy the great Inequality with which Tythes 
are levied'and ad reducing theſe Tythes to a Cer- 
tal 55 and thereby preventing many C W 
uits of Law which re . 8 | 


1 That the fame Rene of 3 md 


_ Uncertainty of T'ythes; and the fame Apprehenſion 
of many Controverſies and Suits at Law to ariſe 


by reaſon thereof, are as good and powerful Rea- 


0 1035 introducing « a General Modus Decimandi 


for 


for the * Kingdom, as ever they v were for ſee- 
tling a Certain Maintenance for the ö in the. 


Metropolis of the ab. 
And, 


3. . That this Act of Parliament is an Evi- 
derce, which, added to thoſe which are cited in 
the Beginning of this Diſcourſe, muſt invincibſy 
prove, that, from the Reformation of our Church 
to the Times within our Memory, the pretended 
Properties of Churchmen, and their Claims of Main- 

tenance, have always been in ths Care and Diſpo- 

ſition of Parliament, always ſubject to be dimi 

niſhed, changed, or aboliſned by the Legiſlative 
Power of this Kingdom. 


= . 


We are therefore warrarited by the Princi- | 

| Ples of our Conſtitution, and the Uſage of all Ages, 

to ſollicit New Regulations of Tythe, EE it 
hall be found a Grievance ; Sorts 


8 * from terrible Ex 
the Tythes of the Church 4 
eſt Grievance cke can 


try. 


rience we find, Nt 
gland are the 
ran on a 


For, 


- bn general, it may be ſaid with Truth, 
there never was an Impoſition on Mankind more 
fruitful of Law-Suits, than the Claim of Tyre, 
mn never Ee a certain a Value. 


2 316 Nor, was dere; ever an Impoſition more 
oppreſſive than the Claim of Tythe, which 

takes a Tenth from the Produce of the Poor 2 
Man's * who manures the Land, who 


employs 


171 


employs his own Stock to raiſe the Tythe, 
and ſurrenders the Choice of the Harveſt to che | 


PrigGs: who neither ploughs nor ſows. 
The Improvement of the Land is at leaſt 


equal to the Value of the Land, and a Fenth Part 
of the, Produce free from all Charges of raiſing 


it, is not a Tythe, but a FieTa Part of every 


Man's Property; a ſtanding LAN Tax or 


Fow nx SAHIILIx os, in the Pound, . en 
Aae of Aland. X 


Af. it be r with reſpect to . 


C coy ty the Grievance is heavieſt upon. the pooreſt 


of the People. Thoſe who are rather Objects of 


Charity, and fit to receive Alms, are the Subjects 


of Eeclefiaſtical Ae, and nl to odd | 


Tythe. 


1 poor Widow, the Labour of whoſe 


Hands, oY the Produce of whoſe Garden, are 
the only Subſiſtence of herfelf and five or fix 
Children,” hath. an Apple. Tree, ſhe muſt. give the 
\ Tenth, of her Fruit; if ſhe keep a Hen, the muſt 
give every Tenth Egg, or every Tenth- Chicken; 
and if ſhe hath a Bee-Hive, ſhe muſt yield a Tenth 
of her Wax and her Honey, 


To THE Fan or THE Pank; 


Who, if he is not fatisfied with her Con- 
ae will proſecute her in the Eccleſiaſtical 
Court, and make her depoſe upon Oath, how 


many Pippin, grew upon her Tree? how many 


Chicks were hatched? how many Eggs were 


| addled? And what Caſualties happened in * 


W of her BEE-HI Vn. 
I; 'H This 


1 58 ] 
This was the Complaint of Chaucer 


Plowman, againſt the Prieſts of his Times; 


For the Tything of a Duck, 
Or an Apple, or an Aye, 1 
They make Men ſwere upon a Book; 
Thus they foulen Chriſtes Tags | 


1, it then eurchfüneble to complain of this 


Tythe of the Clergy, as the Eaſt-· Wind that wi- 


thers the Fruit, the Caterpillar that deſtroys the 
Harveſt in the Ear, the Locuſt that preys upon 
the Property of the Rich, and eats up the Bread 


of the Poor? an Harpy that carries Law- Suits in 
one Claw, and Famine in another? that devours 
what the Publick Taxes . ane: is more in- 
nne than an Exciſe? 2 


This prodigious Uſurpation upon . pro- 
perty of Mankind, makes the Bill before us the 


more abſolutely neceſſary, and moves all Indig- 
nation againſt the Parſon, who ſuggeſts, That 
© the Bill will encourage the baker in ſetting 


up a Right, upon the Plea o ' Conſcience, to 
" another Man's Eſtate. * * . 


1 ſaid to myſelf, 


| Dot not the Cn Parkin at to 
every Man; Conſcience, when he eee Tythe 


of Divine Right ? 


When he cim k it as a Duty to God: as 
And, muſt he not ſo far allow the Qu. 
ker's Conſcience to decide ? 
Bur, | 


1 59 1 


: But, fays the Parſon, _ | 
I I wiſh the Quaker's Conſcience could - 
be examined in this Point, Is he a Land- | 1 


© Owner ? Let him be asked, upon his Con- 

« ſcience, whether he paid any Conſideration to 

the Vender of the Land, beyond the uſual 
Price, and upon a Suppoſition that no Tythes 
FE c would be due from his Land? Is he a Farmer? 
is « Let him be asked, whether he pays more Rent, 
|= than a Church. man uſed to give for the Farm, 
e and in Conſideration of his paying no Tythe? 
n I he cannot ſay that he either bought, or 
d « hired the Tythe (and he can ſay neither) what 
- | 
$ 


« Title hath he to it: :: 4 


2. I muſt here obſerve, That 


4 2 Parſon lays down a Law of | 
Property, by this Examination of the Quaker's | 
of Eoin; 1 | 

A Propoſition, h 
Tahhat if any Burthen upon Land ſhall con · 1 

tinue, till it leſſen the Value of our Lands, it then * 

becomes a Property in the Uſurpers, and the 0 

Landed Men ſhall never be diſcharged, becauſe i 


all ſubſequent Purchaſes are made with th Con- 
ſideration of ſuch an Incumbrance upon the 


Fee There are Three remarkable Caſes in 
2 Hiſtory, which will fall under this Propo- 
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upon every 


then 24, ooo l. then 36, ooo l. and laſtly, 48,000 l. 


III. The ancient Diſne, or the Decimation of 
given from time to time by Parliament, and 


the 2 ub of every thing in Kind. 


The Lords grant to the King, the Tenth Sheaf 


bound Tenants; the Tenth Fleece of Wool, and 
the Tenth Lamb of their own ſtore, to be paid in 
two Tears; and pray that this Grant turn not 
ino à Cuſtom. : 


[60] 


I. The ancient Romeſcot, or Peter-Pence 

, was a Penny charged upon every Houſe, by Ina 
King of the Weft-Saxons, rays at Rome in Pil- 
grimage, Anno 720, and by Offa, King of the 
Mercians, Anno 794, to ſuſtain the Engliſh School 
there. It amounted to 300 Marks and a Noble 
Yearly for the whole Realm, and was paid to the 
ee of Rome on the Feaft of St. Peter ad Vin- 
cula, being the firſt Day of Auguſt, till it was 
aboliſhed by Parliament, 25 Hen. 8. Anno 1 534. 


II. The ancient Dane. gelt was a Tribute, 
. of , and acc ach of two Shillings, 
upo yde of Land; originally levied for 
clearing the Seas of Daniſh Pyrates, or for pur- 
chaſing Peace of them, as by Ethelred, who 
raiſed for this Purpoſe, firſt 10,0001. next 16,000 l. 


Edward the Confeſſor releaſed this Tax. It was 
Jevied again by the Conqueror ; and, by W. Ru- 
fus; but it was releaſed by Hen. 1. and finally 
by K. dtedben. 5 1 

all the Subjects Goods, was the uſual Subſidy 


was levied, as is the Tythe of the Clergy, by 


Thus in the Parliament Roll 13 E. 3. Wi. 6. 


of all the Corn of their Demeſnes, except of their 


; of Rc Na 


[6] 


So, in the Parliament Roll of themextVear, 


24 E. 12 No. 5. it is entered, The Prelates, Eavis, 


Barons, and all the Commons of this Realm, grant 
to the King the ninth Lamb, the ninth Reece, tbe 
ninth Sheaf, and of Cities and Boroughs the very 


 yinth Part of all their Goods and Chartels, 10 
be taten by two Years to come. And with this, 


agrees the Starute ** Anno 14 Z. 3. Stat. I, 
9 3 Ly | 
This Word Diſme or Droims is equally 
uſed, for the Revenues of the Church, as for 
thoſe of the Crown; And, the Statute 2 & 3 E. 6. 
cap. 36. terms the Tenths of the Clergy (which 
were anciently paid to the See of Rome, and given 


by Pope Urban to 3 the Second) PzxPi- 
TUAL Diszurs. 


But, when the Aid given v was 2 Quin Diſme, 


or F Auen, then, the King appointed Two A ſſeſſors 
in every County; and they appointed Twelve in 


every Hundred, who made a true Valuation of 


every Man's perſonal Eſtate, and cauſed the 
8 en Part to be levied. ty 


The firſt Quin-Di ſne was granted, by 1 801 
hament, 18 E. 1. 


The City of London vl this Year for 
the Fifteenth, 2, 360 J. 13 5. 8 d. and the Abbot of 
St. Edmonds, 6661. 135. 4d. which was by Com- 
poſition, and thereupon he had all his T — 
Goods, and the Goods of his W enen diſcharged 


i 5 %-* 
<\ k 4 
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Sometimes, the Di/me and Buin-Dife v were 
Foce both together, as in the 6 E. 3. one 
, and one Nuin- Diſie were given to the 
King, to be levied of the  Laiety, in 1 of his 
; * againſt the Scols. | | 


Ar other times, the Diſne or 7. * was 
granted ſingly, as in the aforementioned Inſtances, 
13 E. 3. by the Lords of their own Store; and 14 E. 
3. by the Clergy, Nobility, and Commons for 
the whole Realm. 


And, the Qvin-Diſme or N es was like- 
wiſe granted eparately, of which the Inſtances oc- 
curring in mandy ſe are . to be 
numbered. ol 


Theſe methods of Charging the Subject 

were conſtantly made uſe of, till the Reign of 

King Charles I. when, the great Demands of 

Money, which the Civil War occaſioned, intro- 
duced our modern Exciſe and Lud Jas. 


- Naw: in | all theſe Caſes, VIZ. 


a 1. In the Caſe of the Peter- Pence, which 
continued a Rent Charge upon Houſes for the 
ſpace of 2⁰⁰ Years; 

bs ide ie che Caſe of Dane-Gelt, hacks con- 
tinued a Rent Nr for che pace of 300 
Team; 5 Aut 


3. In the Caſe of the Diſmes an Quin- 
Diſmes, which aroſe, within little more than the 
Century after Nen expired, and levied — 

Tenth 


Tenth or Fifteenth of the Subject's Goods, from 
1 time, ba the, —_— wen Years : 81 


97. 


The Value of the Lay 


| ds af England beegoye 
kngalired; by Reaſon of 


e Charge, and every 


Purchaſer paid a leſs price, whilſt. ſuch pf 


en continued mom them, (11-28) 


T Ft *-&4 


But, wan our  Aocollans Wi 0 offered * 
1 Band, or the Crown; to examine the Con- 


ſciences of the People of England in the abſurd 


manner of this Country Parſon? Would it have 


been endured, either to ſer up a Right in Conſtience 


to the Perpetuity of Peter- Pence, or Dane. Galt, 
becauſe every modern Purchaſer had bought his 


HFouſe or Land the cheaper, 80 Auen of ſoch 


Burthens upon them: told 


54 Doubtleſs the ſame « veſtions- might 3 
been asked, in the Caſe of Peter-Pence, and of 
Dane- Geli, as in the Caſe of Tyibe, and the LO 
Aer muſt have: been returnecd And, 


When he” ancient Aids of Bien and 
Quin-Diſmes had gained Eſtabliſhment by Courſe 
of Time, and the Land was become cheaper, 
by reaſon of theſe Tenths and Fifleentbs granted 
continually to the King; Would not the Crown 
have had an Eſtate of Perpetuity in the Tenth 


Lamb, the Tenth Fleece, the Tenth Sheaf, and the 


Tenth part of the Goods of the Subjects; or, in 
the Fifteenth, according as theſe Rates and Impo- 
ſitions aſſected the value of Property? Would 
not the King have claimed his Tenth or Fifteenth 
by the ſame Rule of Conſcience, as the Clergy ſet 
up to Eſtabliſh their Eſtate in Tythe ? * 


cauſe the Continuance of the Impoſition had 
| lowered 


- — X . . 
2 1282 vor whe > Com - N 
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lowered the Rents of all the Lands, -Might not the 
King, with as much Reaſon, have told the Subjects, 
that the Tenth, or Fiſteenth of their Eſtates had 


Seen paid wf ſo - Conmtinuance, as had ex- 
tinguilhed che Rights of the Firſt Ovners?: Might 
he not have urged, in behalf of ſuch 'a' Rent 
Charge, (as the Clergy now:urge- for their Tythe,) 
that every Man bought his Land, and hired his 
Farm, in Expectation of being ſobject to ſuch 
1 Charge; and, that the Price of the Land, and 
the Rent of the Farm, being leſs on this Account, 
no Man could have Right ever to be enſed, linde 
no Man dg ave: 88 ne which he did 
net 9 2127 07 


b, f 


4972 © This Hay very fully evince ad Unreaſobk- 
bleneſs of the Country Parſows Pleay : 


Bot, for a  horrer Deriſion of the Queſtion, 
. {% ” f 
If yo u bought your Lund 1 Te- 
© nements' with theſe Ineumbrances upon them, 
what Right have e ever to be eaſed of 
frog them? 5 | 


* * 
i A 


* 3 ER 
— 


15 anſwer, That 1 have, | — | m 1 10 
3 1 75 
88 The Right of a ber Subjctt, to  enjoy'e the 
Proguee of his OWN Labour | 
Tue Right of an Engl Man, to Fey 
his own Poſſeſſion free and clear of oa UnTea.- 
ſonable Incumbrances | 7 7 5171 


And, my Title to the nat Part of 

my Eſtate is ſo far good,” as N other en 

Title to it is bad. ; 
1 | 


* * 
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1 1 buy an Eſtate wich Rent-Charg . 


FF 4 0 or a Morigage upon it, and theſe In- 
' cymbtances ſhall be conſidered in the Purchaſe ; 
yer, if afterwards it appears. that the Perſons 


claiming this Rent. Charge, this Annuity, or * 


Auen galt. never had any juſt Right therein; 
wy "Am I bound to make their bad Title 5 


in * or Conſcience, becauſe I bought the 
cheaper, on Suppoſition that Oy had e 2 


en, upon it? 


Ia the Poſſeſnon of Land Iam in tlie Cod- 
auge of the yy Tate Occupant : I am not bound 
itle to any Man; z I am not bound 


dagen that I poſick Mr 
N or better Right to it. 


And, whether 1 bought m PREP cheape 


Ls dear er, Tam by Law and Conſcience ke 


to hold it as free and clear, as if I had held it 


from the Creation of the World. 


This Doctrine of gaining an Eſtate in Per 


; 91 through any Impoſition upon Land, which 


Length of Time makes the Value of it leſs 
in fubſeq vent Alienations, and, by pretended Equi- 
ty. the Intereſt in it leſs to all new Purchaſers; 


18 of dangerous Conſequence to the whole 


duet INTEREST of this Kingdom. 


4 eſtabliſhes a Right ſomewhere in a PER- 


PETUAL Lanp-Tax;, becaule within forty or fifty 


Years. time, ſince the Land hath borne this 


Charge, the Value of Lang hath diminiſhed in 


Pro- 


2 22 , 
— RT 
CY » ” 
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Proportion; and two Thirds of the Lands of 
England, having within that Time by Purchaſe or 
Exchange paſſed into the Hands of new Ozoners, 
(as may probably be the Caſe of all our Lands be- 
fore this Tax can be releaſed,) therefore the Land 
Otoner, who bought his Land ſubject to the uſual 
Land-Tax, ſhall in Equity and Conſeience be 
for ever liable to pay wo, three, or four Shil- 
lings in the Pound, by Reaſon of his having 
bought the Land cheaper. W 

And the Cauntyy Darfu N. Hel. Au 

From Rules of Property and Rights of 
Estate, ſuch as this Country Parſon wall efta- 
bliſh, it muſt follow, that no Ulurpation on the 
Lands of a Kingdom could ever be reſumed, con- 
cart” uo Lu- iax would ove ate from his 
© Land? Is hea Farmer? Let him be asked, upon 
© his Conſcience, whether he pays more Rent 
than uſed to be given for the Farm, and in Con- 
ſideration of his paying no Land- Tax? If 
he cannot ſay that he either bought, or hired, 
the Land-Tax (and he can ſay neither) what 
Title hath he to it? and therefore, there muſt 
* be anolber Owner who hath a 5ſt Title to it.“ 


ee 


From Rules of Property and Rights of 
Eſtate, ſuch as this Country Parſon wall efta- 
bliſh, it muſt follow, that no Ulurpation on the 
Lands of a Kingdom could ever be reſumed, con- 
ſiſtently with Conſcience ; that the Foundations 
of Eccleſiaſticks, in the Church of Rome itſelf, 
ought not to be taken away, becauſe the Prieſts 
have the legal Eſtate veſted in them; that the 
Tmpofitions of arbitrary Power become Matter 
of Right, in Perſons who can work the ancient 
Land Owners out of their Inherifances ; _ 


1671 


that, if Snir Monty. had been exacted for a 


Length of Time, till the Value of all our Lands 
had ſunk. under the Exaction, New Purcbaſers 


+ / 


would have had no Right to have been , caled_ 
of the Burden, becauſe they would have bought 


the Land charged with it, and cheaper by Reafon 


f I 

5 "x - * 

' 0 If, r * 4 6-4 
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In ſhort, ſuch Conſequences are unavoid- 


is, Acer, Firure. 


able from this Part of the Conpry Parſon's Plea, 


tional Juitice;” Menc her Thin, 


totally deny him, or any Perſon living, to poſ- 
ſeſs any Eſtate in the Land, by Reaſon of its hav- 


ing been lower'd in Value, through an unjuſt 
Impoſition; I conceive his Claim of Tythe to have 
Rig ts and Libertiès o the" i copies” anrtaironns han 
Dofrines of dangerous Conſequence to the Conſtitution 


| 7 the Kingdom, and which tend to ſubvert the 
r 


oteſtant Religion, to ohſtruct all Reformation in 
the Chriſtian Church, to revive Popery and Popiſh 
Foundations, and to ſubject the Commons of this 


| Realm to the Yoke of enormous Eccleſiaſtical Power. 
Leaving him to the Diſcipline of ſuch Na- 


tional Juſtice, whenever it ſhall find him—— I 
totally deny him, or any Perſon living, to poſ- 


ſeſs any Eſtate in the Land, by Reaſon of its hav- 


ing been lower'd in Value, through an unjuſt 


Impoſition 3 1 conceive his Claim of Tythe to have 


no other Foundation, in Law or Conſcience, than 


Peter Pence had before it was aboliſh'd by Act of 
Parliament; I conceive them both to have been 
Uſurpations of the ſame Nature, which grew 
and obtain'd in the Times of Darkneſs, and De- 
votion through the Craft of a mercenary Clergy, 
and the Superſtition of a blind deluded. Laity; 
I likewiſe apprehend, that as the Wiſdom of 


12 - Parliament 


— ——⅜4k —— — — 
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Oo 
Parliament utterly aboliſh'd the one, becauſe it 
impoveriſhed the Kingdom, ſo the Repreſenta- 
tives of the People have not only a Right, but 
are bound in Duty to moderate he other, 'Wwhen- 
ever it ſhall be exorbitant in its feste NR, | 
preſfive i in its Exactions. But, aig 


83 che Eſtate of che Clergy in Tyne * 
is ſo much inſiſted on as their Right in Conſcience, 
it may be fit to enquire on what Conſideration they 
had their original Grants. The Confirmation of 
King SrzREx is an Evidence of thĩs e _ 
Preamble to which! is as follows, viz. | 


"a Becauſe through the Prodidites 7 A. 

rcy we know it. to be fo ordered, and 
N abe Church's publfring it far and near, e- 

very Body hath heard, that by the Diſtribution « 
Aims Perſons may be abſolved from the Bo 

Sin, and acquire the Rewards 9 4 heavenly 7 $ 

Stephen by the Grace of God King of England, 

being willing to have a part with them, who by an 
bappy kind of Trading exchange heavenly things * 
earthly; and ſmitten with the Love Gd, and 
fot the Salvation of my own Soul, and the Souls of 
my Father ard Mother, and all my Forefathers 
end ' Anceſtors (confirm Tythes and T og 
tions to the . £ 


—— * - 
* 


1 y 1 * ® 
n 14 


— 1. —_ — — 


+ 3 Divina Ilsede ea 2 ot 
55 . marr & —— any, + prædicante Ecel omnium 


3 war er wth unt 
meet vin peccatorum, & uiri cœleſtium — yes di- 
orum : Ego Stephanus Dei gratia glam Rex partem habere 
welens cum illis, qui feelici commercis cceleſtia pro terrenis commu- 
tant, Dei amore compunctus, et pro ſaluteanim mem, ert Patri: 
mei 3 et . EE AY e | 
ram, & 


Aſter 


2 1,2 


1118 20 e lea doubt: 72 Eſtates given under ſuch 


Soalideräationz, are of. all others the moſt proper 


for che Diſpafition of Parliament. But with, res 


18855 to the Country Parſou's Charge againſt 


e Quaker, that ye 115 Conſeien ne, which will not 
Nallow him ito, pay Tythe, 1 4 "Conſcience which 


1085 ill. not N his. NS, to take and 


enjoy bis own. Property”, It ſeemeth reaſon- 
able Mock 157 05 — 5 10 A 5 And 
the ſtrongeſt Wa on . Subject amongſt 


of ae e de eing Anbar Pearſon, formerly 


Juſtice of Peace in e let us hear 


what he ſays. in his great Caſe of Tythes, on the 


Gen ba, one onght. i be 14 25 6 Rent 
| ehr, upon the 9 Eftas. OK Di. it wit 1-34: 4 


4 - 


Undo hich, Jays be, L auler, e 


be proved, that my Anceſtors gave Tythes, 
150 that for ever, yet am I not thereby bound 

2 pay them, or ſtand any way chargeable 
i them. It is true, when they were Owners 
* of Land, they might Rigs, ig yield and ſer 
6 forth what Part of their Increaſe they pleaſed, 
or might have given the Tenth, or any other 
Part of their Land as they would, or they 


Job = ch. — * =. * * 5 — A 


nor which, in any true Senſe, Conitruction, 
or Underſtanding, ey could be faid to have 
ary. Property in, an 


Reaſon of that which is derived from them. 
* I is Neither paid of Land, nor. by. the 


© Reaſon 


2 oY... * * K a 


2 


1 LY, 4 a Specimen as. pu 1 ns be 


un e24p That though it. wee. 1 * and could 


migbt have charged upon the Land what Rent 
they liked . but 8 could not charge their 
Poſterity with that which was no ways theirs, 


which is not paid by 


0 
——— 


by * * 28 a — 
—— —— —-— * —— — ——— os, fy a 
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+ Reaſon of the Land, but is paid hy the Reaſon 
of the Increaſe or Renewing 3 and therefore the 
« Doctrines of the old Fathers, and the Popiſh 
Laws for Tythes, do as well require the Pay; 
© ment of the Tenth Part of Men's Profit or 
Gain, whether by Trade, Commerce, or Mer- 
« chandize, as of the Fruits of the Earth. Yea, 
the Tenth Part alſo of W and Perſonal In- 
« creaſe, thoꝰ not raiſed immediately by Land: And 
« ſurely no Man will ſay that he pays Tythe of theſe 
« becauſe his Anceſtors charged him with them; nor 
« will any Man allow, that another Perſon, by any 
« Gift of his Anceſtsr, can have another diſtint 

Property in the Tenth Part of the Fruits of 
his Labour; And the Caſe is the ſame as to all 
« Fythes, whether predial, perſonal, or mixed. 
If I fit ſtill and plough not, no Corn will 
c grow; if I ſit ſtill and work not, no Profit | 
will riſe z ſo that it is my Labour, my Dili- 
s gence and Induſtry that raiſeth the Tythe, and 

« in my Power it is to make it leſs or more; 
and ſometime, yea often it falls out, that the 
« Tythe of Corn is thrice more worth than the 
« yearly Value of the Land on which it grows; and 
herein Tythe of Corn is far more hard and un- 
equal than perſonal Tythes ; far the one pays 
but a Tenth, all Charges deducted; the other 
pays the Tenth of Charges and ally 


. Mine Anceſtor could not charge me 
with that which doth not accrue by Reaſon of 
that which I have from him; nor am I bound 
« becauſe mine Anceſtor left me Land, to pay 
© Tythe, which is not paid by reaſon of the Land, 
© butof the Increaſe, unto which I am no more ty d 
* by Law, than he is who hath increas'd without 
Land. If I have Land and no Increaſe, I pay 

ge, Ino 
7 : 
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no Tythes. If I have Increaſe, though no Land, 
T ought by Law to pay Tythes. If I husband 


my Land ſo that the Increaſe is not to be ſe- 
ver'd, no Tythe can be recover'd of me; and 
therefore if I paſture my Land, no Tythe ſhall 


be paid for the Graſs which is eaten unſever d, 


but only a Rate Vile for that which doth depa- 
ſture on it; which makes it plain that Tythe 


is not paid by the Reaſon of the Land, bur of 
the Stock; and, in that alſo it lies in my Power 


to make the Tythe much, little, or nothing; 


It I plough, and ſow Corn, the tenth Part of 
the Increaſe is generally. more worth than the 
Land on which it grows, which comes not by 
the Land that deſcends from the Anceſtor, but 
becauſe of the Increaſe won with the great 


Charge, Induſtry, and Labour of the Husband- 
man. If I paſture my Ground with Sheep that 
yield a Fleece, the Tythe will be conſiderable, 
though not ſo much as by Corn. If I paſture 
with Cows or Breeding-Cattle, a much leſs 
Tythe is paid: And if I eat up the Paſture by 


Horſes or barren Cattle, a ſmall and inconſi- 


derable Rate is only required; though in few 


Places of the Nation would that have been 
recovered in the Times when Popiſb Laws were 
at greateſt Height, But if I plant Wood, and 


let it ftand for Timber; or, if I ſtore my 
Land with Beaſts which be feræ Nature, wherein 
there is no perſonal Property, no Tythes ſhall 
be paid: Or, if 1 will let my Land lye waſte, 
(which may be ſuppoſed, becauſe it may be 
done) Or will eat my Meadow or Corn ſtand- 
ing, no Tythe can be required. All theſe In- 


ſtances manifeſt that Tythe hath ſtill Relation 


ro the Stock and perſonal Eſtate, and not to 


© the Land; and is paid by the Reaſon of the 


« Stock 


\ 


V 
Stock, and not of the Land. And ſo no n 5 
© ceſtor could lay and perpetuate ſuch a' Charge 
as Tythe upbri it, nor could” He bind his Suc- 
 ceſſvr_ .o pay it, If by my Anceſtor I am 
bound to pay Tythe Ratione' Tenure, or in 
-c Conſideration of the Land "which he leaves 
© me, to what Value muſt it be of? I may 
« 'yearly pay more Tythe than the Land he 
© Jeaves me is worth: If I keep it in Tillage, 
and if I paſture it I need not pay the twentieth 
Part. Have I not herein (without Fraud to 
my Anceſtor) Power to pay him much or little? 
How then is Tythe like a Rent certain (which 
is by ſome objected?) If Tythes were paid by 
reaſon of the Land, ſurely there is moſt Rea- 
ſon, that the Tenth Part of the Graſs renewing 
upon all Paſture Grounds ſhould be paid ; for, 
the Land ſtill hog that with it; and, it is 
eaſily dividable by Rent, or let by Month. If 
another hath as good Right to the Tenth Part 
of the Increaſe, as the Owner hath to the Nine 
hy cannot he take it without the Owner's 
ſetting it out, or recover it by Action of Debt 
or Treſpaſs? But it is clear there is no Title til! 
it be ſet forth; and then, if the Owner of the 
Land carry it away, an Action of Treſpaſs | 
lies, becauſe he had ſet it out, and given it to 
another, and ſo altered his Property, as one 
Man doth by marking his Cattle for another 
Man ; and therefore it is, that the Law which 
commands Tyrhes, doth not give Power to a 
one to take the Tythe, becauſe he had no Title, 
but enjoins the Owner to ſet it forth; and in ſo 
doing to make it another's by bis 'own Co ent. 
If any Man claims Tythes by my Anceſtor's 
Gift, may I not ask him, to whom, or. for 
what my Anceſtor gave them? And, it is 
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plain beyond Denial, that all choſe Gifts of 


Land or Tythe in England, ( ſince Auſtin the 


Monk planted the Popiſb Faith, and preached 


« 
« up. the new Payment of Tythes, ) were given 
to Popiſh Prieſts, for ſaying Prayers for the 
« Souls of the Givers and their deceaſed Ancef- 
tors, as old Conſecrations do witneſs: And 
therefore in Reaſon, if the Conſideration and 
Service be ceafed, ſo ought alſo the Wages 3 
for no Man in Law or Equity ought to claim 
* Wages, when he will not do the Work fot 
* which it was given; and ſeeing theſe Popifh 
6c 
6 


Prieſts and Prayers are laid aſide, the Gift (if 


any ſuch were, and could be binding) ought 


to return to the Donor ; and may not, wich- 


out his Conſent, be perverted | to another Uſe. 


Hut ſome object (as the Country Pa- 
hath done in his Plea) That Fs 


e 


Men I or my Anceſtor bought the! Land, ; 


it was ſold cheaper (becauſe it was ſuppoſed it 
ought to pay Tythe) than 1 or my Anceſtor could 
have bought ſuch Land as was known to be Tythe- 
free; and therefore, having a cheaper eh 
Jam bound in Equity to pay 3 5 | 


5 anſwer, 15 

© That, I have already 1 all 108 
is Ty ihe· free; and that the Charge of Tythe is 
a 1 the Stock and perſonal Eſtate, and not 
* upon the Land. And, the Strength of this 


8 Objection lies in comparing thoſe who pay 


© Tyrhes, with thoſe who are free. Thoſe who 
© buy Lands Tythe-free are eaſed of this Opreſ- 


GK 


* ſtion, 


ſion, and are in no Hazard; and, though all 
wer” oughr to be ſo, yet it being a Que- 
| K 


J 
= * 


ſtion, whether they can eaſe themſelves of the 
*Burthe n, they buy under a Hazard, and are 
ſubject to ſuch a Charge. Bur if they caſt off 
the Yoke, they get but what is their own , and 
ſeeing we have denied the Pope's Authority and 
Su remacy, we may, ſo ſoon as we can, wholly 
caſt off the Burthen which he laid on us: And 
thus, he that buys. Lands in the Years of 
Trouble and heavy Taxes may, perhaps, buy 
much cheaper than when none or little is paid: 
Shall he therefore be required to pay Ga axes 
when others are diſcharged? Or, ball he that 
bought cheap Pennyworths on the Borders be- 
tween England and Scotland, when thoſe Parts 
were, infeſted with Moſs-Troopers, always pay 
Tribute to Thieves and Robbers? We bought 
Land when the Pope's Yoke was upon our 
Necks; and if we caſt it from us, we may by 
as good Reaſon be caſed of ourTythes, as they 
of their Taxes. But if I bought it cheaper, 
What. is that to the State or the Prieſt? 


FCC eee. GG an a „ K K K „ 


This is the Quaker” 8 Beger againſt the 
Charge of ſetting up a Tille on the Plea of Conſci- 
ence to another Man's Eſtate ; wherein he proves, 
that this Tenth which the Parſon claims in the 
Produce of Land, is neither his Right by any 
Condition annexed to the Inheritance, nor by 
any Conſideration allowed in the Purchaſe ; that 
neither the Donor of the Land gave, or could 
give it; and that neither Conſcience nor Equity 
can 1 88 che Quaker to pay it. 


The Queſtion will then depend upon the 
Judgment of the Legiſlative Power ; and we are 
{till in the proper Method of debating, what Mea- 
#9 ON 3 , partes ſures 
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5 ſures. the Legiſlature ought to preſcribe, between 
the Parſon and the Quaker i in the Caſe of Tythes. 


We are told upon this Footing of the Judg- 
ment of the Legiſlative Power, and with ſaome Air of 


Triumph, that Perſons with- holding Tythes are 


ſtiled Zvil-diſpoſed Perſons, 27 Hen. 8; Not regardin 
their Duties to God and the King, 32 Hen. & an 


acting of an ungodly perverſe Will and Mind To 


which the Parſon might have added, moved and 
ſeduced by the Inſtigation of the Devil : — It 
would have made the ſame Impreſſion on the 


Common of Great Britain, before whom he is 
pleading; and, it would have been as full an 


Anſwer to the Charge upon the Clergy of O 


preſſion, Avarice, and Injuſtice in their Suits for T the. 
The Words perverſe, ungodly, undutiful to 


God and the Ring, prove nothing but that the 
Prieſts who had Power to obtain a Penal Statute, 
had Leave to call People Names: in the Preamble 
to it. But 


| 8 If it hy urged as OY Senſe of thoſe Times 
concerning Non. payment of Tythe, will the Par- 
ſon allow me to cite other Statutes, made about 


the ſame Time, as the Senſe of the Law-Makers a 


uren other Eccleſiaſtica] Pretenſions? + 


8 1 fear, the Senſe of. Parliament hath very 
little Weight with the Clergy, when it is not on 
the Side of their Ambition; and therefore I may 
not perhaps hold it concluſive, when, influenced 
by their ungodly Management, it lets them looſe 


to defame and damn their Enemies, as Enemies 40 


God and the ay: E 
= The 
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LIhe Statute of the firſt Year of Edward 6. 
„„ 5 8 
tlas, 
1416 That Elections of Archbiſhops and Bi- 
* :ſhaps, by Deans and Chapters, are as well to 
* the long Delay, as to the great Coſts and 
Charges of ſuch Perſons whom the King gives 
any Archbiſhoprick or Biſhoprick unto, and 
that the ſaid Elections be in very Deed no 
AEIleclions, but only by a Writ of Cox D'RLIRKE 
*:have Colours, Shadows, or Pretences of Eledtions, 
rv ng nevertheleſs to no Purpoſe, and ſeeming 
alſo derogatory to the King's Prerogative Royal. 


This Act of Parliament, though not held 
at preſent to be in force, doth certainly ſhew 
the Senſe of our Anceſtors on the Subject of Elect- 
E 
Will the Clergy allow us to ſpeak of 
their pretended Elections of Biſhops in the Terms 
of this Act of Parliament? No——ir is againſt 
Divine Right. If then they will not allow the 
Inſtitution of Biſhops to be tied down, to the Pre- 
face of a Law made in Edward the Sixth's Time, 
will they tie every Man down, in the Equity of 
thes,' to the Preface of a Law made in Henry 
r ep ao ein 


95 T truft, in the Right of an Englih Sub- 
ject, that we ſhall not be reſtrained, from a larger 
Conſideration of ſo important an Affair, and that 
neither our Duty to God or the King ſhall be 
e queſtioned 


1 
queſtioned, for no better Reaſon than our difference 
of Sentiments in the Affair of Tythes. 4 


- I reverertce an Act of Parliament as much 
as any Man living can do. It is the Act of that 


Power which we are all bound to truſt and obey. 


But I am not fo far concluded by an Act of Par. 
liament, that I ought either to believe 7mplicitly 
Whatever it declares, or not to ſollicit the K 

of what it may enact. 1 


And, I cannot but obſerve, 


1. That when Henry the Eighth, unravelling 
his own Reformation, went retrograde into the 
worſt Meaſures of Popery, He paſt the AF of 
the Six Articles in his 31ſt Year, wherein he eſta- 
bliſhed Auricular Confeſſion and Tranſubſtantiation. 


And, 


22. That in his next Year he paſt the Act for 
the Payment of Yytbes, wherein is the famous Expreſ- 
ſion of Perſons not regarding their Duties to God 
r 


LH, If therefore Tythes, Tranſubſtantiation, and 
Auricular Confeſſion, are of the ſame Growth and 
Family, we ſhall find, that the ſame Reaſoning 
from Acts of Parliament, which makes the Pay- 
ment of Tythes a DuTyY to God and tbe Ling, by 
the Statute of 32 Hen. 8, would as forcibly prove 
Tranſubſtantiation and Auricular Confeſſion to be 
Articles of Faith fit for a Chriſtian to believe in, 
becauſe they are ſo declared, by the Statute 31 
Hen. 8. which impoſed thoſe fo Bloody Articles 
famous in the Story of thoſe Times. And, 1 


[78] 
Io fay that the Act of the Six Articles i is 
repealed, but that the Tythe AS is ſtill in Force, 
N make * matter infinitely ridiculous ; For, 


This would ſuppoſe that our Duty to God, 

or our Faith in Chrift, depends altogether on the 
| Exiſtences and Duration of Acts of Parliament: 
So that it may be a Duty to God, or not a Duty _ 
to God; an Orthodox Creed, or not an Orthodox 
Creed, as different Parliaments happen to be of 
different Opinions. | 


5 If the Countr Parſon is diſpleaſed, that 
ſuch Abſurdities ſhould be laid at his Door, he 
ſhould be leſs forward to preſs the Senſe of our 
| Anceſtors, | and Authorities out of the Statute 
Books, in Proof of ſuch Points as Duties to God, 
wherein every Man may take, the Bible and his 
own Conſcience to be, ſafer Guides than any Act 
of Parliament. 


8 If he is diſpleaſed, that the Senſe of our 
Anceſtors, and Authorities out of the Stature 
Books, ſnould be urged in ſupport of the Rights 


of the Laity againſt the ſurpations of the 


Clergy, I muſt tell him, that to protect the 
People from Injuſtice, is the proper and eſſential 
Care of Parliament, but that to define Duties to 
God, is beyond the Bounds of Human Authority; 
and, though Parliaments may ſpecify what Doc- 
trines Clergynien ' ſhall teach, yet they cannot 
require any. Man to believe them, becauſe though 
the Parſon'is the Servant of the Legiſlative Power, 
yet every Man is Maſter of his own Conſcience. 


Our Duty to Ged, as to the payment of 
ks, thes, 15 therefore | in every. reſpect as queſtion- 


able, 


[ 79 
ain and as FR a to be denied, as it 
thoſe Laws had never been enacted. And, 


The Wanted of T ythew, as a Duty to God, 


being denied by the Quakers, a and * almoſt all 
other Men; 


The Common Good can 1 the on on julti 


ale Rennes for n—_— it as a common harge. 


Thus, we are once more in the Caſe, 


where we ought to be, of debating the Merits 
of this Bill upon the Principles of Publick Juſtice. 


The People called Quakers, who are moſt 
oppreſſed by Suits for Tythe, apply for the bet- 
ter Regulation of ſuch Suits, that they may be 
leſs 7 by them. 


nns 2 People profeſſing the Religion of 

Chriſt, they cannot pay Tythes or Wages to the 
Clergy, becauſe they believe in their Conſciences, 
that Chriſt aboliſhed Tythes , and forbid the Pay- 
ee of Wages to the Prieſthood. | 


If they are in an Error, it is - Hh Er- 
ror of their Conſciences, and they e not to 
be puniſhed for u. Bur, 


As Subjects profeſſing a dutiful | Obedience 
to the Government under which they live, they 
yield, according to the Goſpel of Chriſt, Sub- 
miſſion to the Civil Magiſtrate, and what he 
takes from them, for the Maintenance of the Cler- 
85˙ they patiently” acquieſce in; 


They 5 no Reſiſtance to the Officer | 


who diſtrains their Goods for Tythe. And, Can 


N at 24+ — 1 4 45 SO 
2 * 2 3 
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Can any thing be more reaſonable; than to 
appoint an Officer, who ſhall at their Charge ſet 
out the Tythe, when it is due in Kind, or le- 
IF it, when it ought! to be Tas in "Money * ? Or, 


Can any ching be more unreaſonable, 
than to authorize the Parſon to ſue the Quaker, 
not only for the Tythe, but for Three ' times the 
Value, 8 he hath not ſet it out, when he is 
diſabled by his Conſcience, and when any other Man 
* be appointed by Law to: /et it out for him ? 


we are told by he Conntry, Parſon, that 
every wiſe Clergyman, for his Own ſake, and 
every good Clergyman, for his Neighbour's ſake, 
will take the eaſy and cheap Method which is left to 
his Option by ormer Acts of Parliament 5 And, | 


T herefore, it is inferred, us Legiſlature 
ought not to tie the Clergy. down, to this ea/ 
and cheap Method, 3 the wiſeſt and beſt 
of them already _ it for their own Sake, and 


4 ther Neighbours. But, 


; If the Wik N and Beſt uſe it of Choice, 
this will be an Argument, that the Unreaſonable 
and Unjut ſhould be reſtrained to it. For, 


Are the Subjects of ER to have no 


better Security againſt Oppreſſion, than the Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs of the Clergy? Or, 


© Ought the — to be truſted with a 
Power, which, according to the Par/on's Conſeſ- 
ſion, neither a wiſe Clergyman nor a good Cler- 
gyman can uſe, without Miſchief either to him- 


Where : 


ſelf or his as Is 


14 
Where che Power of Oppreſſion 
of Oppreſſion will undoubtedly be. No Oh 
do State, no Body of vis ever had 905 
| but they uſed i it. And, 


| | Whoever gives an danone to on — 
is the Author of Oppreſſio * 


This Truth, which is with in Chairs 


of Blood in all the Hiſtories of Manki 
fon and Evidence to juſtify a' Bill which reſtrain 
an oppreſlive Power 1 in the ( Church : th” 


A Reafon fo convincing, an Leise 10 
clear, as makes it !rifling with the Fuſtice of Par- 
liament, when the Clergy demand Proof that they 
do oppreſs, whilſt every Man who hath. 1 
muft fee that they may oppreſs. I 


if they ey, many of them wills Bury 


N they may not, none; of chem « can comemic 
Oppreſſio " 

And, 

If they have not © vreſſed by bat Power 


whereby they 75 oppreſs; yet, it is incumbent 


on the juſtice of an Houſe 1 anne to re- 
ftrain ſuch oppreſſive Fours 


- Becauſe, 


It is more the Duty of Pactarninc to pre- 
vent Grievances than it is to redreſs them; it is 
more compaſſionate to ſave Men from Injuſtice 

than to relieve them under it; it is an happier Ef- 
fect of Law to preſerve Property than to repair 
* it is a Waaler Act ox Juſtice to reſtrain a 


Crime 
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* 
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* 


Crime than to puniſh it; and it is a more per- 
ſect Conſtitution of Government, under which 


E 1 is 
w 


DraCticable, than that under 


not op 
ich it is practiſed, and may be puniſhed. 


By a Paper which I have ſeen, in the Hands of 
Gentlemen (ſince this Bill hath been depending) 
entitled, An Account of Proſecutions of the People 

called Quakers in the ſeveral Courts, ſince the 7th and 
-$th of King William the Third, Anno 1696, when 
the Affirmation-A& was obtained, which gave 


o 


— 


Juſtices of the Peace Power to judge of Tythe de- 
manded under the Value of Ten Pounds; 


It appears that there have been, ? 
5 ied in Priſon 


Praſecutions ] Priſon. | D 
In Chancery . #5,  W.4T-5 
In the Exchequer 787 185 | 2 
Ind EdtleliaRti-t 3 .nwml: ol 4G 
— I Courts ; 209 | 2 4 
7 the l Common-. fig $5 wah; i 
Law Courts 5 99 walk We . 
In all 1153 292 48s 


a a a „ „ „ 


The Quakers add, That they are very 
imperfect, as to the whole Number of Suits 
brought, becauſe ſeveral times ſuch: Suits were 
made an End of in the Country, and no Ac- 
count given of them to their Meeting of Suffer- 
ings; and many times, when Friends were diſ- 
charged from Impriſonment by Acts for Relief of 
Tnfolvent Debtors, there were no Accounts given; 
and, the like Deficiency often happened, when 
their Relations paid to releaſe them out of Goal.“ 


They alledge that, The Demands for Tythe 
have been innumerable, within forty Years paſt; 


4. 


< Dut-* 


3 i £83] : 
but that the Nature of the Proſecutions, and Sums 
levied by them may be judged of, they have 


collected 44 Caſes, where the Demands amount 
to 188 J. 35. 82. and the Sums levied to 


n 65. 10 d. 


One Trac A. was 8 three 
ſeveral times for three ſeveral Sums amounting = 
to 191. for which he had taken * * 


187 6. 105, 


G «a, a OG. 


R 


There was one Friend: a Priſoner. Ten 
e Years for Forty Shillings, Err 


Another, a Priſoner Four Years for On 
+ Shilling. 


Two were Pri ber Five Years for 
* Twenty Shillings. 


8 One was a Priſoner Ni ine Tikes! for fall 
6 Teen 

1 On was 4 Pollan: Sir Years fie Fur 
: Pound Ten Shillings. | 


TOPS, They find an Account of fifteen Perſons 
proſecuted for above Ten Pounds each 3 


Hs | 


| © The Demands on the whole fifteen being 
313 J. 95. 64. there was taken from them for 


that Demand 1068 J. 75. 4d. 29. 


4 hey further ſpecify the 8 of the 
following Perſons, with the Tythe demanded, 
under the Value of Ten Pounds, and the Sum 
* levied on Agcount thereof, viz. 


"7. » | Jame, 


184 J. 


— 
NP 
. 
— 
— 
. 


ee ecegd aims 6 oo o 61 00 © 
WMoma Stroug—— — 1 10 6 ' 15 11 6 
Richard Caſe ————' o 13 © 37 11 6 
Thomas Drape ——— 4 10 1 50 00 © 
Robert Holliday —* 0 11 6 60 00 © 
Henry mate — 1 4 6 30 00 o 
= Foftah Williams — oo o 30 00 © 
Jobn Taylor E 1 5 $8 444 18 © 
Alexander Moore 26 15 11 -887 16 11 
eee Ellis — 81 0 0 44 00 © 
eorge Bewley © 83 10 0 093 10 o 
Sam. Tu, & TW $3 2 8 875 16 © 
illiam Pearſon. - 50 13.0 ig 16 0 
nathan Peaſeley —— 7 o o 237 5 © 
Daniel Williams e f 6: n 
Thomas” Ellwood 7-023. 0.7 24 7-06 
Abraham n — 8 0 o 90 0 © 
Roger Jenkins ——— 0 14 6 84 10 6 
| Richard: Allen-———— 115 6 80 o © 
Thomas Fenkins —— 15 o 67 10 © 
2 Townſend 4+ 60-0 57 24:0 
Chairman — 716 00 73 o © 


66 1 4 1484. 6 11 
: This; is a Specification of Suits, which the 
Country Parſon and his Colleagues complain of, 
as omitted in the Caſe of the Quakers, I am told, 
that the Regiſters of their Meeting of Sufferings 
have recorded the Caſes at large; and that they 
will inform any Gentleman of the Particulars of 
Mey Hardſhips ; which I mention, becauſe, hav- 
ing no Acquaintance amongſt them, I am with- 
2 fuller Information myſelf, nor have I ap- 
Plied where, I believe, I could not be "fuſed; 
becauſe, if I knew the exacteſt State of every 
Caſe, it could not be diſcourſed of wichin the Ex- 
tent of theſe Papers. The 


. N 
The Number of Suits herein ſpecified, the 
Priſoners, the Difireſſes, and the immenſe Diſparity 
between the Demand and Sum exacted in Suits for 
Tythe, muſt raiſe Abhorrence in any compaſſionate 
Mind. The ſingle Article of One nunpDRED 
Pounps taken for eighteen Pence would be juſt 
Provocation, for aboliſhing all the Tythes of the 
Clergy, if their Suits could not be carried on in 
more humane Methods. Such an Inſtance of Op- 
preſſion, in any Civil Concern, would cauſe an Inſur- 


rection; and, that Men endure it from their Spi- 


ritual Guides, ſhews the Univerſal Paſſion for an 
Intereſt in another World; though, the utmoſt 


Force of Imagination cannot paint an HEIL more 


terrible to our Fears, than what the Cruelty of 
the Clergy daily ſets before our Eyes. 


In 1133 Suits they made 292 Priſoners ; 
in x5 Suits where the Claims amounted to 313 
Pounds, they exacted 1068 Pounds, which was at 
the Rate of one hundred Pounds for leſs than 
thirty Pounds; in 44 Suits where the Claims a- 
mounted to 188 Pounds, they exacted 2252 Pounds, 
which was at the Rate of one hundred Pounds, for 
little more than 8 Pounds; and, in 22 Suits where 
the Claims amounted to 66 Pounds, they exacted 
1484 Pounds, which was at the Rate of one hun- 
dred Pounds for leſs than four Pounds ten Shillings. 
Or if we take theſe. $1 Suits all together, the Sums 
: demanded make 567 Pounds, which compared 
with 4804 Pounds, the total Sum taken, is in the 
Proportion of one hundred Pounds levied, for e- 
very Sum of eleven Pounds five Shillings demanded. 


Compute the Medium of the Charge in 
any Manner, it is monſtrous and enormous. Suits 
attended with /uch Coſts are a Scandal dn ego 


86 . 
ſtice of the Kingdom, not to mention the Pro- 
feſſion of the Goſpel. And therefore this Bill, 


which is deſign'd to ſhorten Suits and limit Coſts, 


will vindicate the Laws as much as it will caſe the | 
People. - e 


240% 1 etſy agree with the Country Parſin 
in this Plea, That to ſecure Property is one 
© main End of Government, and that therefore 


© all Opinions, all Practices inconſiſtent with the 


* Preſervation of Property, are alſo inconſiſtent 
* © wee Government and Society.“ 


No Man can be more tender of e . 


hin I have ever been, and always ſhall be. But 


T think, that the Laity have a Property 1 in their 
Ty as well as In Clergy i in Tyte 3 


# That nine Parts in ten are a more valuable 
'Property than a fing/c Tenth can n to be; 


That the Property of a Tenth . not 
to devour the Property of all the other Nine; 


91-5: nds that it is deſtructive of all Property 
to levy four Thouſand eight Hundred and four Phunds 


on the Laity, where the Sum of 567 aunts: is che 


"whos Demand of the Clergy!” 


The Country Parſon inch: 4 Conceit, chat : 
this Bill is the only Inſtance of an Application to 
any Government, in the known World, to coun- 
tenance an Opinion deſtructive to the Property of 
any of the * 


| But ſurely, 464 it "> his Conception he i is 
een; vain, an unwarrantable. 
| That 


- 
> 
1 
2» 
1 
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That Lands held in Mortmain, or that the | 


Stagnation of 'Property in dead Hands, is contrary 
to the Good of the Kingdom, hath been the Opi- 
nion of our Parliaments, and the Principle of our 
Laws, ever ſince the Foundation of this Govern- 


ment, however deſtructive it muſt be to W 
Churchmen call their — | | | 


But further, | 
That the Quakers hold the M aintenance 


of the Clergy to be HngehnBan and TOR | 
as F act Y For, 


That any Sect ſhould account it. a a fafficient 


7 Charge upon them to maintain ther own OS 
1s but Reaſon : 


| F And, 
That the Quakers, Who pay nothing at 


all to their own Teachers, ſhould be obliged to 
maintain the Teachers of any other Sect, is to 
them not only an Hardſhip, but an Abornination. 


Now this, which tends to take ae the 
Maintenance of the Prieſthood, may to a Parſon 


| ſeem very naturally deſtruQtive of is He als 
his Property. But, 


Becauſe the FPS with-holds the 7 2105 


which the Law gives the Parſon a Title to, ſhall 


the Parſon take tbe other Nine which the Law can 
give him no Title to? And, by reaſon of a Claim 
of 567 l. conſume Four Thouſand. Eight Hundred 
and Four Pounds of the Quaker's Subſtance ? 


And, more 5 odigious! Shall he _ an Hundred 
Pounds for 12 


bteen Pence an 
1 envy 
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Al 8 1 envy. the: Clergy no Maintenance which 
the- ee gives, or can give them; But, the 
Maintenance of the Prieſthood ought not to de- 
vour the Subſtance of the whole People, like the 
Ears of Corn in PñARAOH s DRITAM, that ſprung 
up withered, thin, and blaſted with the Eaſt Wind; 
and, devoured the Ears that were full and good. 


I have not contended either for taking a- 
way, or for making leſs, that Maintenance which 
the Law allows them. But I have always been 
of Opinion, that to ask it from the Good Will 
of Society, and to take it without Cruelty or 
Oppreſſion, will more firmly eſtabliſh their Re- 
venues than the moſt arrogant Claims of Divine 
KNigbt, or the moſt rigorous Meaſures of Fecle- 

ſiaſtical Tyranny. 


I firmly believe. that to ſeek for no more 
than their Due, would be the ſureſt Means of al. 
ways receiving. their Due; hat 


I have ever obſerved, that the more 8 5 
talk of their Privileges, the leſs other T—_ 
think of them: 


Aud, whatever Licht * may ſtand in with 
the Baverend Order, I believe, I am a better Friend 
to their Intereſts than many- of themſelves can 
pretend to be; for they would maintain that ex- 
orbitant Uſurpation of Power, which they cannot 


make uſe of without making chemſelves moſt odi- 


ous ; whereas, I would diſable them from hurting 
their Calling, or the Cane of Wen ar N 
or oy Injuftice. 


| Iam of Opinion, chat if the Church ſhall-on 
every Occaſion * itſelf to the loud — 


F the Land, and perfiſt in theſe Obſtinate Claims 
of Powers, too heavy to be borne, the Clergy will 
make theCauſe of the Church ſuch a Load upon its 
Friends, that the Torrent of publick Reſentment 
will be ſtronger than any Miniſter can ſtem; the 
Paſfions of Mankind unreaſonably provoked, will 
not be eaſily appeaſed, and though a /mall Sacrifice 
might have contented every one in the Beginning, 


"ow © 


5 when popular Rage is too far incenſed, a great 


One will not ſatisfy in the End. 
Nothing io much calms and ſweetens Man- 
kind, as the frank Redreſs of a Crying Grievance. 
Any ſingle Hardſhip generouſly taken away, diſpoſts 
the Bulk of Mankind to endure a Thouſand; They 
are fubdued by Gentleneſs and Mercy, but grow 
reſtiff and head- ſtrong under Oppreſſion./') + 
Ihn all Societies and States, it is ſeen” from 
the Pariſh Prieſt to the Prince and Ruler of the 
Country, that He -who' asks with the greateſt 
Moderation, is paid with the greateſt Liberality. 
I am tberefore moſt clear, that the Country 
Parſon is an Enemy to the Intereſt of his Order, 
by Obſtinately oppoſing that Eaſe which the Pegple 
aggrieved by Tythe are hkely to obtain by this Bill. 


Hasi ie fays indeed, that paſſing this Bill in 
Compliance to the Obſtinate Quakers, will make 
© them be efteemed as Confeſſors, who by their 
© Steadineſs have made the Law give Way, and 
« exalted! their miſguided Conſciences above the 
© Property of their Fellow-Subjects.* But,” 


May it not be faid with greater Truth ? | 
\ That rejecting this Bill, in Compliance to 


the Obſtinate Clergy, will make them be conſi- 


„ Ha a © 
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FR as 4 Dead Weight upon the Conflitition; 
which, by its ein Obſtruction, keeps com- 
on Juſtice at à Stand, and exalts the Ambition 
of Churchmen above, che JO of their Fellow- 


An . * p nn; 24 igs. 1 


34; 


N 


Is, any MOT in the Kingdom 17 0 | 
bat DE b rg theirs? or, Is it fit that 


4. 


Hlath not the Wiſdom 4 Parkadjent! pro- 


5 for the Limitation of Suits, and for the 


9 tion of Frivolous and Vexations APY #7; 


5 972 e bot Ads been dune, due lee 


che Courts, and Officers of Juſtice, to diſcharge 
Mee for Ne! and to reform the Goals 2 


* — * %. *S c "> 
a : 9-1 7 --. 3 ; ; wy” M8. 5 . 
— , 1 Et. F ' 14 


III Did any „Man MENS . e gi . 
of Birthright in the Law, and Inſolent 4 Chim 
of Property, as if the Law could ſtand in Obſtruc- 
tion to Publick Juſtice; or Property in 27 one be 


4 e for the OPpremon of all! 5 - | in 

3 adjuſt the Bonds of ey, and to 
make the Power of every Subject compatible with 
the Safety of all the Reſt, are "Ne e Ends 
of Government: en 


* | 


©; YHAnd- cheſeford an Oddo all | Pratticts, 
which tend to the Exemption of any Order of 
Men from Publick Enquiry, or Publick Juſtice, are 


utterly inconſiſtent with Government and Society. 


If an Order of Men have Advantages 


; from Law, which are inconſiſtent with Juſtice, 


| 8 


| 


Kingdom. 


4 03 


_ ought not the Law to give way for, the free 
Courſe of Juſtice? Or ought the Legiſtalive Power 


en r 
Is it to be a Power, which, in any Caſe 


having been miſguided to oppreſs, ſhall for ever re- 
main without Capacity to right the injured Subject:? 


If Arguments of this ſort had prevailed 


with our Fathers, we ſhould have continued, as 
abſolute Bigots and Slaves to the Church, at this 
Hour, as our Fellow Chriſtians are in Hal and Spain. 


N Arguments of this fort prevail for 


: the time to come, we ſhall never be allow'd to 


| or amend any Law Beneficial to the Prieſt- 


hood, however Grievous to the People, ſince the 


Prieſts claim a Birtbright in the Law, to bound 


the Legiſlative Power. But, 


The Bill ought to paſs, were it only 


for the fake of an Example, that it is not in 


the Power of a Mitred Doctor, by his Letters 


Miffve ſtirring up Petitions from every Dioceſe, 


to intimidate an Houſe of Commons in a Matter 
of this high Concern to the Juſtice of the 


If ſuch Arts are ſucceſsful to encreaſe 


the Waſte Paper on the Clerks Table, I hope, a 
Body of Engliſ Gentlemen will never weigh Pe- 
ticions in Quantity againſt any Bill whatever; 
eſpecially Bills for the Reformation of the Church, 
' againſt which, they are certain of having as 
many Remonſtrances as there are Deaneries, Arch- 
deaconeries, Chapters, Colleges, or Eccleſiaſtical | 


Precincts in England, Wales, and the Town of 


Berwick upon Tweed, © 
Sn” 1 MS Anothe 


[ 92 1 3 
Another Reaſon chat the Bil ſhould 
N is, that i it do paſs, the Clergy” are defiroug 
to bave it made general. 


822 This FPG, to be the only equitable Pro- 
Foes in the Country Parſon's Plea ; Though 

have been told, that his Brethren wiſely hope 
o defeat the Bill, by extending the Benefit of 
it to ALL the Peop of England But, Toba 


4 1 cannot believe, that an Man living 
will diſlike a Bill, becauſe He and his Friends art 
to ſhare the good Effects of it, as well as the 


N called Quaters. 


Nor, will I imagine, that any Ser of Men 
| eanbe ſo ſimple, as to be againſt this Act for the 
Eaſe of the Quakers, on account of its being ſo 

highly expedient for every one elſe. 


I am exceedingly deſirous that it may 
be made general; ; and, that the Committee 6 the 
. eubole Houſe ma ſecure not only the Quakers, 
but the whole People of England from cleſi- 
aſlical Oppreſſion. Vet, 


4 It it ſhould: paſs confined to the chi 
only, (which I am cedibly informed that People 
do not defire ; ) 


It ſhall nevertheleſs have my hearty con. 
eurrence, 
| Becauſe, when a Law is imd of 5 
much Good to one Part of the Subjects, it will 
be more eaſy to procure the like Relief for all 
the reſt; And, 
An Houſe of Ge will have this 
AQ of Indulgence to build upon, as the Founda- 


loa of univerſal Led For chis Reaſon, 
* 


25 (031 

8 We ought to favour the Quakers as the 

Grit Movers i in the Cauſe of Liberty; and notwich« 

ſtanding. the unhandſome and unwarrantable Lan- 

guage which ſome of the Clergy * * 
this innocent People, 


J will fay what my 3 1 25 of them 
can juſtify, (nor was I without a full Knowledge 
of them in the former part of my Liſe ; 


They deſerve Protection and Indulgence as 
much as any Part of his Majeſty? $ Sas 


1 They are unqueſtionably attached to the 
Succeſſion in his Profeſtant Royal Family, and 
Zealous } in promoting the Felicity of his Reign: 


T bey are naturally intereſted in the Liber- 
ties al England, as a People whoſe Religion can 
have no other Refuge: - 


"They are univerſally employed in Trade 
and Induſtry; they have the ſmalleſt Number of 
Members either unprofitably Rich, or miſerably 
Poor ; and, they are the leaft to be accuſed of 
Luxury, Corruption, or L aw- Su1Ts = any Sett 
of Men in the Kingdom. 


And, in Justice to their Princi ples, 


1 have ever thought their Religion to be 
well deſerving of Countenance from a Free and 
Wiſe Government. For, | 


'. - Ir tends to eſtabliſh no 8 to 
monopolize no Property, to inveſt no Lands in 
uſcleſs « or 1 Societies, to form no * | 

reſt 
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reſt ſeparate from the common Good, to detach 


no Part of the People from natural Induſtry, nor 
to enſlave any other Part by Bigottry and Blind 


If ſome little Singularity in their Forms 
may occaſion Wiileſs Drollery on their Perſons, 
Wiſe Men will excuſe them, from the good Effects 
even of their moſt rigid Inſtitutions. For, 


WW % 


By this Means they preſerve a Modeſty 


of Apparel amongſt their People, which no Sum- 
piuary Laws that have been made in England 
could produce amongſt us; and, a Purity of 


Manners, which ſhews our Reforming Societies to 
be as deſpicable as they are Uſeleſs, or Worſe. 


If they are deſcribed, by thoſe that do not 


know them, as tif and ungraceful in their De- 


portment, fo far is it from being true, there are 
not any People in the World of more flowing 
Afﬀability, more ſocial Kindneſs, and eaſy Hu- 


manity than many of the Quakers, who are taxed 
with ſtifineſs of Behaviour by the Prieſthood z 


though there is not a Day of Sun-ſhine, but the 
Expreſs Image of all Pricſt-Craft may be ſeen in 
St. James's Park, Cloathed in Church- Buckram, 
with that in/olent Grimace, and powerleſs Formality, 
which would not leſs move the Contempt of 


2 Quaker, than the Indignation of a Gentleman. 


Laſtly, 
If the Quakers are traduced, by a defaming 
Parſon, as not regarding their Duties to God and 
the Kine, becau 

the Clergy ; 


e they will not yield Tythe to 
| 2 . 1 


198 
15 It may; for the Concluſibn of this Diſ- 
cou, be juſtly obſerved in their Favour; T hat, 
| ww 5 
1. As to their Duty to Anki Coo, 


Not conceiving the Clergy to have. any 
Right of Maintenance from Reaſon or Revelation, 


this People who do not * it, are * in 
| wenne it. os yy 


A 


That the Clergy, hah * they 


5 adminiſter the Goſpel by Deputation, rarely give 
their Subſtitute a better Maintenance, than any 


| I WES to a N . 24 MB 
| O 


'&4 
„ 


| | Should, in! the Büch of every. a 
{Sp think it reaſonable to demand in recom- 


| Pence for the Cure of Sonls, five times, nay fre- 
| quently ten times, as much as any Parſon. alive 


will pay bis Carate for an, the Office 
in his ſtead; 


Is nk a Conaradi&ion, ſo full af 1 


mity and Impoſture, as gives not only every 


uaker, but every Man Cauſe to conclude, that 


all of the Profeſſion ask more than any of them 
deſerve, by their own Rule of paying 1 
by Wages. 


„ 


2. As to their Duty to the KI xo, 


The 


. Loyalty perhaps wants a better 


ks 1 96 F 5 

- The Quakers never were queſtioned, till 

5 were reflected on by this Country Parſon, 

. 

to convince the World of its mi, than this 
immoderale Zeal for Tythe : : 


A Perſon, of whom it | may be fairly faid, 


becauſe it is notoriouſly true, 


That he had ſo far abandoned the Obli- 
gation of his Oaths, as to have no Method of 
making the World ſuſpect Him of Ordinary l- 


legiance, but by the moſt Proſtitute Compliances: 
And, that He was a JAcozirx in all Men's 
Opinion, till, as the loweſt Implement and moſt 
officious Advocate of Corruption, He ſhew'd the 


Mubiggs, That, fervile by Nature, and venal by 
Profeſſion, He could be the SLAVE of their 


Power, though incapable of becoming a Pro- 
ſelyte to their Principles of Liberty 3 and that, 
he could be reconciled to the Penſons of a 
Court, though not to the Title of a Proteſtant | 
a dellbr. | 555 | 


From ſuch a Man, ſuch a Charge of av: 
regarding Duties to God and the K N, ought 
to be confidered -as pure Defamation on the Ga- 


"kers, proceeding from r to che 
of All ne! . 


Ie. can make no Impreſſion to their Dit 


advantage; 23% 


And therefore I humbly hope, that the 
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